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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ALFRETON. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1961. 

It  is  unlikely  that  any  of  the  Councillors  will  have  seen  the 
instructions  for  the  preparation  of  the  Annual  Report.  These 
are  reproduced  in  this  report  without  omission. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  fallen  by  350.  Reasons  may 
be  that  changes  are  occurring  in  the  mining  industry  with  some 
families  moving  away  from  the  district.  Houses  to  rent  are  very 
difficult  to  obtain  and  have  been  for  years.  This  must  mean  that 
families  move  away  from  the  district  and  others  are  not  able 
to  settle  here. 

As  the  sewage  scheme  makes  progress  we  hope  that  as  house 
drainage  becomes  connected  to  the  new  sewers  full  advantage 
will  be  taken  to  bring  the  property  up  to  modern  standard  with 
bathroom  and  indoor  lavatory  as  far  as  practicable. 

A major  problem  at  present  is  to  convince  everyone  that 
smoke  control  is  worth  while  and  that  the  money  spent  is  an 
investment  against  further  ill  health  and  depreciation  to  pro- 
perty caused  by  dirt  and  other  substances  in  the  air  we  breathe. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  who  have 
shown  so  much  interest  in  health  matters  during  the  year.  Also 
to  thank  the  members  of  your  staff  for  their  help. 

Pleasant  and  cordial  relations  exist  between  the  Council  and 
the  Press. 

I should  also  thank  the  General  Practitioners  who  do  a great 
deal  to  keep  me  informed  about  matters  which  might  influence 
the  health  of  the  people  of  this  District. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS. 


The  Statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  through- 
out the  year. 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Alfreton  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  area. 

Notification  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis  sometimes  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  for  in- 
stance in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentery.  Tele- 
phone communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a 
great  deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  undiag- 
nosed illnesses  comes  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
disease,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar 
General.  This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually  prev- 
alent disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or  towns. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  30th  June,  1961,  was 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as  23, 110.  This  is  a decrease 
of  350  from  the  estimate  made  at  the  same  time  in  1960. 

The  population  at  the  Census  taken  in  March,  1961,  was  22,998. 
The  estimated  annual  populations  for  the  last  ten  years  are 
given  in  Table  4. 

BIRTHS. 

326  Live  births  were  registered  in  1961  giving  a crude  birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  14*11. 

This  figure  when  adjusted  for  comparison  purposes  by  the 
application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  0-97  is  13-69.  This  is 
3-71  per  thousand  lower  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate  (see 
Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4). 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  birth  rate  for  the  Urban  District 
is  lower  than  the  average  for  the  country.  This  is  at  a time 
when  the  birth  rate  for  the  country  is  higher  than  it  has  been 

for  some  years. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

9 Infant  Deaths  were  recorded,  6 occurring  under  the  age 

of  4 weeks.  . 

These  figures  both  give  death  rates  per  thousand  live  births 

higher  than  those  for  England  and  Wales.  (See  Summary  of 
Statistics). 
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PERINATAL  MORTALITY. 

The  total  of  still  births  and  infant  deaths  occurring  under  the 
age  of  1 week  is  14,  giving  a rate  per  thousand  live  and  still 
births  of  41-8.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  3). 

This  can  be  compared  with  an  England  and  Wales  rate  for 
1961  of  32*2  per  thousand. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  9 still  births  registered  give  a rate  per  thousand  births 
(live  and  still)  of  26-87.  This  is  5-56  lower  than  last  year  but  is 
still  higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate,  (see  Summary  of 
Statistics). 

DEATHS. 

245  Deaths  were  registered.  This  gives  a crude  death  rate  per 
thousand  of  the  population  of  10-6  which,  after  adjustment  by 
the  application  of  the  comparability  factor  of  1-18,  is  12-51  (see 
Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4). 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases. 

The  245  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5 according  to  cause  and 
sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

127  Deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  60  males  and  67  females. 
Numbers  17  to  21  inclusive  in  Table  5 make  up  this  total  which 
is  approximately  52%  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 

34  Deaths  were  due  to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, 14  to  other  circulatory  diseases,  38  were  due  to  coronary 
disease  and  the  remaining  41  to  other  heart  diseases. 

Cancer. 

43  Deaths,  22  men  and  21  women,  make  this  the  second  larg- 
est group. 

Death  rates  per  thousand  of  the  population  from  all  forms  of 
cancer  are  a little  lower  than  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics). 


Deaths  from  Lung  Cancer. 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

1950 

6 

6 

0 

1956 

7 

6 

1 

1951 

8 

8 

0 

1957 

11 

10 

1 

1952 

6 

6 

0 

1958 

7 

5 

2 

1953 

6 

5 

1 

1959 

7 

6 

1 

1954 

8 

6 

2 

1960 

10 

9 

1 

1955 

2 

2 

0 

1961 

7 

7 

0 

More  men  die  from  cancer  of  the  lung  than  women.  These 
figures  illustrate  the  fact. 
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Tuberculosis. 

One  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  one  death  from 
Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  registered.  (See  Table  6). 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  Pneumonia  and  10  deaths  from 
Bronchitis.  It  is  hoped  that  progress  in  the  abolition  of  atmos- 
pheric pollution  will  in  due  course  enable  people  subject  to 
Bronchitis  to  live  longer  and  run  less  risk  of  dying  from  Bron- 
chitis. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  registered  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict. 

Accidents. 

9 persons,  6 males  and  3 females,  died  as  a result  of  accidents. 
There  was  one  motor  accident  involving  a boy  aged  6 who  died 
as  a result  of  being  knocked  down  by  a van.  3 women,  aged  44, 
78  and  84  respectively  died  as  a result  of  falls.  2 men  aged  39 
and  50  were  involved  in  colliery  accidents.  Two  men  aged  44, 
and  71  died  as  a result  of  barbiturate  and  coal  gas  poisoning. 
The  9th  case  was  a man  of  36  who  died  as  a result  of  being  hit 
by  a train. 

The  three  deaths  from  falls,  all  in  women,  underline  the  need 
for  care  in  the  home.  We  hope  that  the  work  of  the  Home 
Safety  Committee  will  in  due  course  reduce  the  number  of 
deaths  and  injuries  from  falls. 

Suicide. 

3 Men  aged  40,  65  and  71  committed  suicide— one  by  barbit- 
urate poisoning,  one  by  coal  gas  poisoning  and  the  other  by 
hanging. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

445  Cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1961.  Measles 
alone  accounted  for  just  over  90%  of  this  total. 

The  incidence  of  individual  diseases  was : Measles  408, 

Pneumonia  15,  Scarlet  Fever  12,  Tuberculosis  7,  Whooping 
Cough  2 and  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  1. 

Tables  6,  7,  8,  9 and  10  give  details  of  age  and  sex  distribution 
and  seasonal  incidence  of  these  diseases. 

Measles. 

408  Cases  were  notified.  A little  more  than  half  of  this  total 
occurred  in  children  of  school  age  the  remainder  in  younger 

children.  ... 

The  outbreak  occurred  in  the  Spring,  April  being  the  month 

of  highest  incidence.  (See  Tables  8,  9 and  10). 
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Tuberculosis. 

7 New  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  4 men 
and  3 women,  4 of  whom  were  over  the  age  of  60. 

One  of  these  cases  is  known  to  have  removed  from  the  area 
since  being  discharged  from  hospital. 

This  is  continuing  the  low  incidence  commented  on  in  my 
1960  report.  Again  it  is  noted  that  a number  of  older  people 
have  this  disease. 

Mass  Radiography. 

The  Nottingham  No.  2 Area  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried 
out  a survey  in  Alfreton  from  the  24th  January  to  6th  February, 
1961. 

I give  below  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Unit’s  Director, 
Dr.  W.  Guthrie. 

“Total  number  of  persons  X-rayed:-  1989. 

One  person  was  discovered  with  Active  Tuberculosis.  Three 
cases  were  referred  to  the  Ghest  Physician  for  further  invest- 
igation, whilst  five  other  persons  were  referred  for  investigation 
of  conditions  other  than  tuberculosis. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  one  of  the  cases  of  observation 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  had  a normal  miniature  film  previously 
which  illustrates  the  value  of  periodic  X-ray  of  the  chest.” 

CLEAN  AIR. 

There  is  no  progress  to  report  in  the  District.  The  scheme 
drawn  up  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  dust  removed 
from  it  at  intervals.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  district  would 
be  a cleaner  place  if  it  was  smoke  free.  More  people  are  using 
smokeless  appliances  but  more  chimneys  appear  on  the  building 
sites. 

Once  one  is  concious  of  smoke  pollution  it  is  easy  to  watch 
the  evening  darkness  hastened  by  drifting  smoke  in  the  streets. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  weather  forecasts  include  in- 
formation such  as  “fog  conditions  made  worse  by  smoke  will 
persist.”  Indeed  some  warnings  have  been  given  in  the  past. 
One  I remember  was  “visibility  will  be  reduced  by  smoke  haze.” 

We  look  forward  to  the  report  on  Atmospheric  Pollution  by 
the  RoyalCollegeof  Physicians  which  is  said  to  bein  preparation. 

Ventilation. 

One  gains  the  impression  that  more  thought  is  being  given  to 
this  problem  as  discussed  in  the  last  Annual  Report.  Much 
improvement  is  still  needed.  More  extractor  fans  are  being 
installed  but  are  not  always  used  as  often  as  they  might  be.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  it  is  possible  to  produce 
an  automatic  device  to  control  extractor  fans.  So  that  they  are 
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switched  on  if  temperature  and  pollution  reach  a certain  level. 
This  would  remove  some  of  the  problems  inherent  in  human 
control. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District.  Facilities  are 
available  in  the  surrounding  county  area  at  some  distance. 

At  the  time  of  writing  money  raised  locally  has  enabled  a start 
to  be  made  in  building  public  swimming  baths.  The  raising  of  the 
money  is  a tremendous  task  and  the  persons  taking  part  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  their  efforts. 

Baths  are  important.  It  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  every 
young  child  has  the  opportunity  of  being  taught  to  swim.  No 
one  should  be  allowed  to  go  sailing  or  venture  on  the  water 
unless  they  can  swim. 

Education  in  swimming  should  be  accompanied  by  proper 
teaching  of  water  craft.  Knowledge  of  tides,  currents,  rivers 
and  life  saving  is  all  one  with  swimming.  Far  too  few  people 
know  far  too  little. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION. 

There  is  considerable  work  in  the  town  to  bring  before  the 
public  important  points  concerning  health  matters.  These  are 
discussed  at  Committee  Meetings.  Councillors  give  vigorous 
support  on  many  occasions  and  sometimes  points  are  brought 
up  and  stressed  at  Council  Meetings.  Councillors  who 
belong  to  organisations  can  carry  the  information  further  and 
help  enormously  in  promoting  discussions  on  health  education 
topics. 

The  press  give  excellent  support  and  write  up  interesting 
points.  This  combined  with  the  distribution  of  leaflets  and 
posters  to  organisations  and  interested  persons  goes  about  as 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  under  the  present  organisation.  Further 
support  on  similar  points  comes  from  the  County  Council 
Health  Services.  Health  Visitors  produce  displays  at  the  Clinic 
and  in  their  discussions  with  parents  and  children  carry  on  the 
spread  of  knowledge  about  health  topics. 

SAFETY. 

The  term  Home  Safety  is  now  firmly  established  in  the  minds 

of  many  people.  . 

Various  consumer  groups,  organisations  and  firms  go  to  con- 
siderable trouble  in  testing,  reporting  and  ensuring  that  articles 

are  safe  to  use.  . . 

Unfortunately  the  only  test  of  adequate  training  in  man  is 
whether  he  survives  alive  and  uninjured.  Accident  hospitals 
can  show  ample  evidence  of  extensive  repair  jobs  when  a failure 
occurs  or  there  has  been  inadequate  training.  \ ictims  he  in 
grave-yards  or  Gardens  of  Rest  at  Crematoi  in. 
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Many  branches  of  safety  prevention  have  developed.  There 
are  Industrial,  Home,  Agricultural  and  Road  Safety  branches  to 
name  a few.  They  have  their  special  functions  and  are  in  differ- 
ent stages  of  development. 

Home  Safety  is  beginning  to  be  written  into  housing  pro- 
grammes but  it  is  unusual  to  hear  of  housing  schemes  being 
deliberately  checked  for  safety. 

Problems  remain  with  houses  in  use.  The. best  solution  is 
nearly  always  the  personal  approach. 

There  are  many  visitors  to  premises  who  might  make  some 
polite  comment  on  equipment  or  apparatus  which  may  not  be 
safe.  One  appeals  to  all  visitors  to  other  peoples  houses  to  find 
some  way  of  politely  drawing  the  attention  of  the  occupant  to  a 
danger  existing  in  the  home. 

A successful  approach  was  made  by  an  Insurance  Agent  who 
sold  a Policy  by  pointing  out  a whole  range  of  dangers  visitors 
might  come  across  in  the  house. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consideration  was  being  given  to  the 
setting  up  of  a Home  Safety  Committee. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  this  Committee  is  now  fully  func- 
tional and  is  a Joint  Committee  formed  as  a result  of  co-opera- 
tion between  Alfreton  and  Ripley  Urban  District  Councils  and 
the  many  organisations  in  the  two  districts. 

S.O.S.  Cards. 

In  support  of  Home  Safety,  S.O.S.  Cards  must  be  mentioned. 
These  cards,  introduced  some  time  ago,  are  available  for  distri- 
bution to  older  people,  disabled  people  and  those  who  have  to 
be  left  alone  for  any  considerable  portion  of  the  day. 

In  one  instance  a card  displayed  in  a window  ensured  that 
the  casualty  was  on  her  way  to  hospital  within  twenty  minutes. 

Cooker  pan-guards. 

Children  are  still  seen  at  school  medical  inspections  with  scars 
as  a result  of  scalds  received  in  early  life. 

One  way  to  reduce  accidents  by  pans  being  tipped  or  pulled 
off  stoves  is  to  install  a cooker  guard  which  takes  pan  handles 
in  slots.  A better  proposition  would  be  to  produce  the  stove  top 
stamping  with  the  pan  guard  as  an  integral  part.  Cleaning 
would  be  much  easier. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLDER  PEOPLE. 

A Meals  on  Wheels  Service  is  not  yet  operating.  Considera- 
tion is  being  given  to  providing  transport  for  this  service. 

Laundry  Service  for  Foul  Linen. 

The  idea  behind  this  service  is  to  provide  facilities  for  clean- 
ing linen  from  older  or  disabled  people  nursed  at  home.  This 


service  might  make  it  possible  for  more  people  to  remain  in 
their  own  homes  and  ease  the  burdens  on  relatives  who  help 
look  after  the  person  concerned. 

No  service  is  available. 

Safety  Appliances. 

There  should  be  considerable  concern  that  baths  are  still  in- 
stalled without  any  handle  or  sure  grip  to  assist  a person  in 
getting  in  and  out  of  the  bath.  There  are  many  different  baths 
but  very  few  have  this  quite  simple  safety  grip.  Alternatively,  a 
grip  can  be  attached  to  the  wall. 

A similar  grip  might  be  installed  in  lavatories  to  help  the 
older  or  arthritic  person. 

SEWAGE  SCHEME. 

Work  on  a comprehensive  sewage  scheme  for  the  district  has 
been  in  progress  during  the  year.  The  first  part  of  the  scheme 
includes  Pye  Bridge,  Ironville,  Somercotes,  Birchwood  and 
Riddings.  Arrangements  for  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  in 
the  area  are  now  in  hand.  This  is  reported  by  the  Surveyor. 

HOUSING. 

Reference  is  made  to  this  matter  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector.  Slum  Clearance  proceeds  far  too 
slowly.  Housing  lists  are  long. 

Only  16  standard  improvement  grants  were  given  during  the 
year.  This  number  should  increase  as  the  new  sewage  scheme 
makes  progress.  There  will  then  be  facilities  to  install  indoor 
bathrooms  and  lavatories. 

Improvement  Grants  have  been  made  as  follows 


Discretionary 

Grants 

Standard 

Grants 

Total 

1958 

17 

- 

17 

1959 

30 

7 

37 

1960 

33 

13 

46 

1961 

22 

16 

38 

These  figures  have  been  taken  from  the  Surveyor’s  reports. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  OFFICE. 


The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton  serves 
Alfreton,  Heanor  and  Ripley  Urban  District  Councils  and  Ilkes- 
ton Borough  Council.  In  addition,  the  Medical  Officer  is  also  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council. 

Each  District  and  the  Borough  is  dealt  with  entirely  separ- 
ately. This  combination  of  posts  is  an  ideal  one.  It  presents 
many  opportunities  for  liaison  and  co-operation. 

I have  to  thank  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  the  many 
members  of  his  staff  who  have  helped  and  advised  me  during 
the  year.  The  pleasant  relationship  existing  is  much  appreciated 
and  helps  a great  deal  in  our  mutual  interests. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  make  the  public  aware  of  its  res- 
ponsibility for  obtaining  personal  protection  against  Poliomye- 
litis, Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough.  Posters  and  Leaflets 
were  made  available. 

The  schemes  for  protection  are  organised  by  the  County 
Council  and  carried  out  by  their  staff  and  the  general  practi- 
tioners. 

The  District  Council  supports  these  schemes  with  poster 
campaigns  and  wherever  else  possible.  Publicity  has  been  given 
to  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination  and  Whooping  Cough  Vaccination 
in  particular  during  the  year. 

The  issue  of  oral  vaccine  for  the  prevention  of  Poliomyelitis 
has  been  a great  step  forward.  At  first  regarded  with  some  sus- 
picion, it  is  now  accepted. 

It  is  extremely  important  to  be  protected  against  Tetanus. 
This  is  a rare  disease  but  this  may  be  because  hospitals  are 
extremely  careful  to  give  suitable  antitoxin  to  people  who  are 
injured.  The  antitoxin  itself  carries  a risk  and  can  cause  con- 
siderable disturbance  in  the  patient. 

To  avoid  this,  all  children  should  now  be  properly  protected 
by  a course  of  immunisation  with  boosters  every  five  years. 
Provided  satisfactory  evidence  of  such  a course  is  produced  at 
the  hospital  antitoxin  will  not  be  needed.  This  provides  an  excel- 
lent example  of  proper  care  of  a child  with  the  result  that  pain- 
ful and  troublesome  procedures  can  be  avoided. 

If  it  is  added  that  Tetanus  immunisations  can  be  given  in  con- 
junction with  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  immunisations 
then  very  little  extra  trouble  is  needed  to  obtain  it.  Boosters 
are  necessary  as  they  are  against  Diphtheria. 
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This  is  common  practice  in  the  District.  The  general  practi- 
tioners give  an  excellent  service. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water 
Board.  The  supply  of  water  to  the  District  was  taken  over  by 
the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board  in  April,  1961. 

Arrangements  were  made  between  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Water  Engineer  of  the  Board  to  exchange  in- 
formation about  samples  of  water  examined.  There  was  little 
point  in  duplicating  work.  Occasional  samples  are  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  of  each  Health  Department  if  occa- 
sion arises. 

Routine  sampling  by  the  Board  is  now  well  organised  and  the 
reports  indicate  satisfactory  water  supplies. 

The  Board  take  about  80  samples  a quarter  dealing  with  the 
supply  over  the  whole  of  the  area  administered  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Many  cases  go  unrecorded.  It  is  known  that  people  do  have 
a sudden  and  sometimes  quite  short  bout  of  diarrhoea  and/or 
sickness. 

How  far  should  one  worry  about  what  is  often  a temporary 
indisposition  lasting  up  to  perhaps  12  or  24  hours.  Unless  it 
occurs  in  a person  going  out  to  work  it  is  usually  regarded  by 
the  family  as  a minor  nuisance. 

The  Health  Department  should  be  informed  of  any  such  case. 
Only  in  this  way  can  it  be  ascertained  whether  it  is  an  isolated 
case  or  whether  there  is  a wide-spread  outbreak.  Investigation 
might  lead  to  prevention  of  more  serious  or  more  wide-spread 
outbreaks. 

There  are  three  points  for  action 

(1)  save  any  suspected  food 

(2)  save  a specimen  of  vomit  or  faeces 

(3)  inform  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Unfortunately  information  reveals  outbreaks  of  diarrhoea 
have  occurred  but  never  been  reported.  Sometimes  they  are 
only  reported  at  the  end  of  an  outbreak.  Investigation  is  not 
very  helpful  when  no  specimens  of  food,  vomit  or  faeces  are 
available. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  Annual  Report  is  compiled  each  year  as  a result  of 
Regulation  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959, 
dealing  with  the  duties  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  which 
states : 
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15(5)  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December 
in  each  year  make  an  annual  report  to  the  local 
authority  for  the  year  ending  on  that  date  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances,  the  sanitary  administration, 
and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district,  containing 
in  addition  to  any  other  matters  upon  which  he  may 
consider  it  desireable  to  report,  such  information  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  required  by  the  Minister, 
and  furnish  the  Minister  with  as  many  copies  of  such 
report  as  the  Minister  may  from  time  to  time  require. 

The  Minister  of  Health  each  year  issues  a circular  giving 
instructions  about  this  report.  Circular  1/62  dealing  with  the 
report  for  1961  is  as  follows 

Annual  Repert  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1961. 

1.  I am  directed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  refer  to 
Regulation  5(3)  and  Regulation  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers  Regulations,  1959,  under  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  required  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  31st  December  in  each  year  to  make  a report  for  that 
year  to  the  Council,  with  copies  to  the  Minister,  dealing 
with  the  sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration 
and  vital  statistics  of  the  area  and  any  other  matters  upon 
which  he  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report.  I am  to  ask 
that  the  Council  will  give  directions  for  the  preparation  as 
soon  as  possible  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1961. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  specially  valuable  as  a source  of  information  about  the 
state  of  the  public  health  of  the  area.  In  order  that  the 
Report  for  1961  should  be  of  the  greatest  value  for  this 
purpose  the  Minister  suggests  that,  among  other  things,  it 
should  deal  with  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  following 
paragraphs. 

Vital  Statistics. 

3.  The  necessary  vital  statistics  for  inclusion  in  the 
Report  will  be  supplied  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  by 
the  Registrar  General ; these  should  be  available  before  the 
end  of  April,  1962.  In  the  case  of  County  Councils,  County 
Borough  Councils  and  County  District  Councils  exercising 
delegated  health  and  welfare  functions  the  Report  should 
include  vital  statistics  relating  to  mothers  and  infants  in 
the  detail  and  in  the  form  indicated  in  Appendix  I to  this 
circular. 
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Public  Health. 

4.  The  part  of  the  Report  dealing  with  the  exercise  of 
functions  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  (or  the  Public 
Health  (London)  Act,  1936),  and  the  Public  Health  Act, 
Act,  1961,  should  in  the  case  of  County  Borough  Councils, 
Metropolitan  Borough  Councils,  Borough  Councils  and 
County  District  Councils,  contain  the  following  informa- 
tion about  water  supply  : 

(a)  whether  the  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its 
several  parts  has  been  satisfactory  (i)  in  quality,  and 
(ii)  in  quantity ; 

(b)  where  there  is  a piped  supply,  whether  bacteriological 
examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  water  and  where 
treatment  is  installed,  of  the  water  going  into  supply; 
if  so,  how  many  and  the  results  obtained ; and  the 
results  of  any  chemical  analyses  ; 

(c)  where  the  waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action,  the  facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including 
the  precautions  taken  and  the  number  and  result  of 
analyses ; 

(d)  the  action  taken  in  respect  of  any  form  of  con- 
tamination ; 

(e)  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  (i) 
direct  to  the  houses,  and  (ii)  by  means  of  stand-pipes. 
(This  information  should  be  given  separately  in  respect 
of  each  parish  in  a Rural  District). 

5.  The  Report  should  also  indicate  whether  the  arrange- 
ments for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district 
are  reasonably  adequate.  Where  they  are  not  the  Report 
should  state  in  what  areas  new  schemes  for  sewage 
disposal  are  urgently  needed. 

6.  It  would  also  be  helpful  if  the  Report  could  include 
information  about  inspection  of  registered  common  lodging 
houses  and  give  an  account  of  action  taken,  where 
necessary,  to  improve  conditions. 

Home  Health  Services. 

7.  In  the  case  of  County  Councils,  County  Borough 
Councils  and  County  District  Councils  exercising  delegated 
health  and  welfare  functions,  the  Report  should  deal  with 
the  development  of  home  health  services  as  provided  for 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 
Among  other  things  it  would  be  helpful  if  the  Repot  t dealt 
in  detail  with  the  following  matters :- 
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(a)  arrangements  for  health  visitors  to  work  in  con- 
junction with  a particular  general  medical  practitioner  or 
groups  of  practitioners; 

(b)  arrangements  for  health  visitors  to  follow  up  the 
cases  of  persons  discharged  from  hospital ; 

(c)  arrangements  for  health  education  ; 

(d)  progress  in  the  provision  of  mental  health  services; 

(e)  progress  in  the  provision  of  a chiropody  service. 

Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959. 

8.  Under  Section  1 28(3)  (a)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Council  of  any  Borough 
or  County  District  is  required  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the 
Council  to  report  upon  and  furnish  prescribed  particulars 
of  matters  under  Part  I and  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  which 
are  administered  by  the  Council  and  to  send  a copy  of  his 
Annual  Report  to  the  Minister  of  Labour.  The  prescribed 
particulars  should  be  provided  as  an  annex  to  the  narrative 
Report  and  in  the  form  set  out  in  Appendix  II  to  this 
circular. 

Distribution  of  Copies. 

9.  Copies  of  the  Report  should  be  sent  to  the  following 

(a)  Four  copies  to  the  Secretary,  Ministry  of  Health, 
Savile  Row,  London,  W.l.  These  copies  are  required  in 
addition  to  any  copies  which  theMedical  Officerof  Health 
may  wish  on  his  own  initiative  to  send  to  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer  or  other  officers  of  the  Department. 

(b)  One  copy  to  the  Secretary,  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food,  Food  Standards,  Hygiene  and 
Slaughterhouse  Policy  Division,  Great  Westminster 
House,  Horseferry  Road,  London,  S.W.l. 

(c)  Two  copies  to  the  Secretan',  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government,  Whitehall,  London,  S.W.L 

(d)  One  copy  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  for  the 
District  concerned. 

(e)  If  the  Council  is  a Local  Supervising  Authority 
under  the  Midwives  Act,  1951,  one  copy  to  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  39,  Harrington  Gardens,  South 
Kensington,  London,  S.W.  7. 

10.  A copy  of  this  Circular  has  been  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Mrs.  D.  M.  O’Brien) 
It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
must  review  all  factors  in  his  district  likely  to  affect  the  health 

of  the  population.  As  far  as  practical  this  is  done  between  the 
covers  of  this  report. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


General  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,957 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...23,110 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  4-66 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  7,568 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  March,  1962)...  £224,425 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  1961/1962  ...  £886 

Live  Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  326 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  3 07 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ...  14-11 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor,  0-97) ...  13-69 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17-4 

Still  Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still)  ...  26-87 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  18-7 

Deaths  registered  ...  ..  ...  245 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10-6 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor,  1-18)  12-51 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ..  ...  12-0 

xMaternal  Deaths  (pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion)  — 
Maternal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  — 
Maternal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-33 

Infant  Deaths  (under  l year  of  age)  ...  9 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  27-61 

Infant  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  21-4 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age...  9 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  (legitimate)  28-48 
Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age...  — 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  (illegitimate)  — 
Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  ...  6 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  18-40 

Neonatal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  15-5 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 week  of  age)  ...  5 

Early  neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  15-34 

Perinatal  Deaths 

(stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  of  age)  ...  14 

Perinatal  mortality  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  41-79 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from  : 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  0-043 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  0-065 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  0-043 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-007 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  ...  0-303 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0-494 

Cancer,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  1-558 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  1-670 
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Table  1.  Births 


Births 

M. 

Legitimate 

F. 

Total 

M. 

Illegitimate 
F.  Total 

Live 

168 

148 

316 

6 

4 10 

Still 

5 

2 

l b b 

7 

2 

— 2 

Table  2.  Stillbirths.  1951-61. 


Rate  per 


Rate  per 


thousand  Births  thousand  Births 


Year 

Number 

{Live  and  Still) 

Year 

Number  [L 

ive  and  Still ) 

1951 

10 

23-26 

1957 

11 

26-51 

1952 

19 

50-27 

1958 

7 

20-17 

1953 

11 

28-8 

1959 

9 

24-86 

1954 

7 

17-33 

1960 

12 

32-43 

1955 

13 

37-35 

1961 

9 

26-87 

1956 

7 

18-47 

Table  3.  Infant  and 

Infant  deaths  M. 

Under  one  year  of  age  ...  5 

Under  four  weeks  of  age  3 

Under  one  week  of  age  ...  3 

Perinatal  deaths  ...  8 


Perinatal  Mortality. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

F. 

Total 

M.  F.  Total 

4 

9 

— — — 

3 

6 

— — — 

2 

5 

— — — 

4 

12 

2—2 

Table  4.  Rates  - Comparative  Tables  - 1951-1961 


Year 

Population 

{estimated) 

Birth  Rate 
( per  1 ,000  of 
Population) 

Death  Rate 
{per  1 ,000  of 
Population) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

{per  1,000 
live  births) 

1951 

...  23,170 

14-28 

11-26 

24-16 

1952 

...  23,130 

16-34 

9-16 

27-88 

1953 

...  23,220 

16-60 

10-43 

40-42 

1954 

...  23,370 

16-99 

10-61 

22-67 

1955 

...  23,430 

14-29 

9-09 

26-86 

1956 

...  23,480 

15-84 

10-26 

24-79 

1957 

...  23,680 

17-08 

11-61 

24-75 

1958 

...  23,190 

14-66 

10-26 

17-65 

1959 

...  23,480 

15-03 

10-73 

33-99 

1960 

...  23,460 

15-26 

10-31 

19-55 

1961 

...  23,110 

14-11 

10-60 

27-61 
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Table  5. 


Causes  of  Death 


M 

F 

Tota 

1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

1 

— 

1 

2 Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

1 

1 

3 Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

6 Meningococcal  Infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

4 

5 

9 

11  „ ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

0 

7 

12  ,,  ,,  Breast 

— 

2 

2 

13  ,,  „ Uterus 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

1 

1 

Neoplasms 

11 

13 

24 

15  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

2 

2 

16  Diabetes 

— 

— 



17  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

15 

19 

34 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

21 

17 

38 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

18 

23 

41 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease ... 

6 

8 

14 

22  Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

23  Pneumonia 

8 

3 

11 

24  Bronchitis 

8 

2 

10 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

4 

1 

5 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

4 

2 

6 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

— 

— 



29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

2 

4 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

6 

5 

11 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

34  All  Other  Accidents 

5 

3 

8 

35  Suicide 

3 

— 

3 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

130 

115 

245 

20 


Table  6.  Tuberculosis,  1961. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratory  respirator}'  Respiratory  respiratory 
mfmfmfmf 

Under  one  year 

1 — 

• • • 
• • • 

— 

___  . _ 

— — — 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65  and 

* • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

upwards 

II  1 

1 

1 

1 

— — 1 

— — — 

Total 

4 

o 

O 

— — 1 

- — i 

Table  7.  Tuberculosis  Notifications,  1951  - 1961. 


Non- 


Year 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1951 

— 

— 

29 

— 

— 

1 

30 

1952 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

4 

20 

1953 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

3 

13 

1954 

- — 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1955 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1956 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

4 

12 

1957 

15 

3 

18 

— 

1 

1 

19 

1958 

7 

2 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

1959 

13 

2 

15 

— 

1 

1 

16 

1960 

4 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 

1961 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 
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Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Smallpox 
Whooping  Cough 
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Table  8. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1961 

Age  Groups 
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Table  9. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  Year  1961. 

Seasonal  Incidence 
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Table  10. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1951  - 1961 


In  Part  I Section  III  the  number  of  inspections  made  under  Section  7 of  the  Act 
is  the  same  as  the  number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  recorded  elsewhere. 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
outwork 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959. 


Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  :- 


Premises 

Number 

on 

register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  of 

written  Occupiers 
notices  prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities... 

5 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

94 

56 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  pre- 
mises) 

7 

% 

1896 

Total 

106 

1953 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were— 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

referred  prosecutions 

to  H.M,  by  H.M.  were 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

• — 

" 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)... 

Total 

2 

3 

— 

2 

— 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report, 
that  for  the  year  1961. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  Circular  1/62,  dated  18th  January,  1962,  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Public  Health  Officers’  Regulations 
5(3)  and  15(5).  The  Minister  emphasises  that  he  regards  the 
report  as  an  essential  and  valuable  appraisal  of  the  state  of  the 
public  health  in  the  area  under  review.  1 he  former  requests 
the  Council  to  give  directions  for  the  preparation,  etc.,  as  soon 
as  possible  after  31st  December,  1961. 

In  particular,  information  is  requested  with  regard  to  : 

1.  Water  Supply 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

3.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

4.  Health  Education 

5.  Factories  Acts.  1937  to  1959 

6.  Public  Swimming  Baths. 

Paragraph  5 of  the  Circular  17/55,  dated  23rd  November,  1955, 
requests  the  inclusion  of  the  revised  tabular  statement  suggested 
for  the  provision  of  information  about  the  post-mortem  inspect- 
ion of  animals  in  slaughterhouses. 

Paragraph  5 of  the  Circular  19/56,  dated  1 1th  December,  1956, 
requests  amongst  other  things  that  reports  should  include  a 
reference  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  reference 
should  contain  an  indication  of  any  prosecutions,  citing  the 
regulation(s)  under  which  they  were  taken. 

New  Legislation,  1961. 

Important  legislation,  Statutory  Instruments  and  Ministry 
Circulars  affecting  our  work  were  introduced  as  follows: 

S.I.  No.  368.  Authorised  Officers  (Meat  Inspection) 

10.3.61. 

S.I.  No.  440.  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  20.3  61. 

Regulations,  1961. 

S.I.  No.  530.  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 

Areas)  Order  1961,  10.4.61. 

S.I.  No.  1019.  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations. 

(Appointed  Day-No.  2).  Order  1961.  1.7.61. 

S.I.  No.  1020.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 

^ Cruelty)  Regulations  (Appointed  Day-No.2)  Orderl96 1 . 

S.I.  No.  1931.  Lead  in  Food  Regulations,  1961.  16.4.62. 

S.I.  No.  2261.  Alkali,  etc.  Works  Order  1961 . 1.1.62. 
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S.I.  No.  2373.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations  (Appointed  Day-No. 4)  Orderl961. 
1.1.62. 

S.I.  No.  2373.  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 
(Appointed  Day-No.  4)  Order  1961.  1.1.62. 

S.I.  No.  228.  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 
1962.  Operative  1.1.62. 

Circ.  FSH  2/61,  9.3.61.  Authorised  Officers  (Meat  Ins- 
pection) Regulations  1961. 

The  Slaughterhouses  (Meat  Inspection  Grants)  Regulations,  1961. 

Circ.  No.  12/61.  10.4.61.  Clean  Air.  Air  Pollution 

Measurement  Research. 

Circ.  No.  28/61.  5.6.61.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Selection 

of  Open  Fires  for  Coke  Burning. 

Circ.  31/61.  26.6.61.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

Circ.  FSH.  6/61.  30.6.61.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH.  7/61.  20.7.61.  Public  Health  (Imported 

Food)  Regulations,  1937,  1948. 

Circ.  33/61.  28.7.61.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling 

Materials  Act,  1951. 

Circ.  42/61.  29.8.61.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Industrial 

F urnaces. 

Circ.  FSH.  9/61.  16.10.61.  Lead  in  Food  Regulations. 

Operative  16.4.62. 

Circ.  46/61.  29.9.61. 

Circ.  No.  55/61.  30.12.61.  Housing  Act,  1961. 

Public  Health  Act,  1961.  Operative  3.10.61. 

Circ.  FSH.  1/62.  9.1.62.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations,  1959.  Approved  Chemical  Agents. 

Circ.  FSH.  2/62.  12.1.62.  Public  Health  (Imported 

Food)  Regulations,  1937  and  1948.  South  Africa 
Official  Certificate. 

Circ.  3/62.  30.1.62.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  Smoke  Control 

Areas. 

Circ.  4/62.  30.1.62.  Smoke  Control  in  Black  Areas. 

Circ.  FSH.  3/62.  28  4.62.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 

Regulations,  1959.  Approved  Chemical  Agents. 

Circ.  6/62.  8.2.62.  Gypsies. 

During  the  year  we  have  done  everything  possible  to  imple- 
ment the  recommendations  of  the  following  Food  Hygiene 
Codes  of  Practice. 

1.  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade. 

2.  Hygiene  Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

3.  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Fish  Trade. 

4.  Hygiene  Transport  and  Handling  of  Fish. 


2S 


As  in  previous  years,  we  have  made  every  endeavour  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  all  requests  for  assistance  and  advice.  Such 
work  is  indeed  rewarding,  from  the  community  service  point  of 
view. 


General  departmental  administration 


No.  on 

Increase 

Inspections 

Register 

or  decrease 

made 

Bakehouses 

4 

0 

2 

Canal  boats 

0 

0 

0 

Common  lodging  houses 

1 

0 

7 

Dairies  (Derbyshire  County 
Council) 

1 

0 

1 

Factories  and  workplaces  ... 

106 

10 

95 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

0 

0 

0 

Ice  cream  premises 

71 

0 

22 

Market  stalls 

20 

0 

712 

Milk  distributors  (Derbyshire 
County  Council) 

31 

0 

0 

Moveable  dwellings  — 
(a)  sites 

7 

4 

18 

(b)  dwellings 

14 

9 

25 

Offensive  trades 

0 

0 

0 

Outworkers 

65 

12 

1 

Preserved  food  stores 

65 

0 

169 

Shops 

456 

5 

485 

Slaughterhouses 

7 

2 

1896 

Knackers’  yards 

0 

0 

0 

Swimming  Baths 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

House  and  trade  refuse  : 

Portable  ashbins  in  use  and  emptied  by  the  Council  ...  8411 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  trade  refuse  under 


agreement  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  salvage  ...  ...  181 

Nightsoil : 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  weekly  ...  ...  429 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  twice  weekly  ...  436 

Closet  sumps  emptied  by  Council  ...  ...  0 

Cesspools  emptied  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  65 

Water  closets  in  area  ...  ...  ...  6496 

Conversions  : 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 


Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  75  (1).  Dustbins. 

The  system  of  replacing  defective  dustbins  is  as  follows 
Defective  bins  are  reported  by  refuse  collectors.  A letter  is 
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then  sent  to  the  owner  requesting  replacement  of  the  defective 
bin.  After  a lapse  of  a reasonable  time,  a Statutory  Notice  is 
served  on  the  owner  giving  him  28  days  in  which  to  provide 
same.  No  Statutory  Notices  were  served  during  the  year. 

The  unsatisfactory  containers,  viz.:  wash-tubs,  oil-drums, 
etc.,  made  their  unwelcome  appearance  from  time  to  time  and 
such  premises  were  visited  and  the  substitute  receptacle  ulti- 
mately replaced. 

231  New  dustbins  were  provided  at  40  private  premises,  189 
council  houses  and  2 other  council  premises.  20  Preliminary 
Notices  were  served. 


Complaints  for  1961. 


The  following  list  has  been  extracted  from  the  Complaints 
Book.  Every  complaint  received  is  recorded  and  a visit  and 
enquiry  made  into  the  circumstances.  The  Officer  making  the 
enquiries  initials  the  Complaint  Book  accordingly. 


Absence  of  coal  store 

eavesgutters 

hand-rails 

rainwater  downspouts 
threshold  strips 
water-boards 
Burst  pipes  in  w.c.’s 
Choked  drains 
Dampness  to  houses 
Defective  brick  coppers 
brickwork 

brickwork  to  fireback  . . 
ceiling  plaster 
chimney  stacks  and  pots 
cooking  range 
doors 

door  frames 
door  furniture 
door  steps 
drains 
dustbins 
eavesgutter 

flashings  to  chimney  stacks 
floors 

hot  water  system 

iron  cover  to  inspection  chamber 

midfeathers 

oven  cheeks 

pan  closets 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

31 

36 

1 

8 

1 

11 

5 

13 

23 

23 

18 

4 

10 

16 

4 

5 
11 

1 

3 
1 

4 
16 


Carried  forward  252 
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Brought  forward  252 
paving  . . • • 10 

pointing  to  brickwork  . . . . 14 

rainwater  downspouts  . . . . 5 

railings  . . . . • • 1 

ridge  fillets  . . • • 2 

roofs  . . . . 23 

sink  waste  pipes  . . . . 7 

stair  treads  . . . . 3 

stair  risers  . . . . . . 3 

wall  plaster  . . 28 

weather  boards  . . . . 2 

w.c.  cisterns  . . 14 

w.c.  pedestals  . . . . 5 

w.c.  seats  . . . . . . 3 

windows  . . . . 23 

window  cords  . . 20 

window  frames  . . . . 21 

window  furniture  . . . . 18 

Articles  lost  in  salvage  . . 5 

Dustbins  misused  . . . . 10 

Dustbins  not  emptied  . . 60 

Dust  nuisances  . . . . 1 

Food  decays  . . . . 1 

Foreign  substances  in  food  . . 2 

Hedges  in  need  of  trimming  . . 2 

Insufficient  water  supply  . . 7 

Insufficient  ventilation  . . 2 

Leaking  cesspools  . . . . 6 

Noise  nuisances  . . . . 5 

Obnoxious  smells  . . 25 

Offensive  accumulation  of  refuse  . . . . 17 

Pollution  of  streams  . . . . . . 3 

Salvage  not  collected  . . . . . . 9 

Smoke  Nuisances  . . . . . . 3 

Vermin:  ants  . . . . . . 4 

beetles  . . . . 14 

mice  . . . . 11 

rats  . . . . 54 

bedbugs  . . . . . . 1 

flies  . . . . . . 3 

Wasps  . . . . . . . . i 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . 50 

Verminous  premises  . . . . . . 2 


Total  754 
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Public  Health  Acts,  1936  - 1961. 

Part  2 — Sanitation  and  Buildings. 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  District. 

Excellent  progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  out  the  first 
part  of  the  new  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  District  including  the 
new  Sewage  Works  at  Pye  Bridge.  Full  information  can  be  had 
on  reference  to  the  Surveyor’s  Report. 

Sewage  Nuisance.  Chestnut  Farm.  A complaint  was  received 
from  the  National  Coal  Board  with  regard  to  a discharge  of 
sewage  from  the  cesspool  at  Chestnut  Farm,  Sleetmoor  Lane, 
Somercotes,  on  to  the  sidings.  Notice  was  served  on  the  farmer 
to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  regular  servicing  has  been  carried 
out  since.  No  further  complaint  has  been  received. 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  or  Articles  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Many  infestations  of  cockroaches,  ants,  silverfish  and  wasps 
were  dealt  with  on  request,  the  occupiers  paying  the  cost  of  the 
materials  used. 

Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  I have  to 
record  my  thanks  to  the  Director  and  Staff  of  the  Forest 
Products  Research  Laboratory  and  the  Agricultural  Research 
Council  Pest  Infestation  Laboratory  for  their  assistance  in 
identifying  unusual  specimens  submitted  to  them. 

Nuisances.  Part  3. 

Systematic  inspection  of  the  district  is  carried  out  for  the 
detection  of  nuisances.  It  will  be  noted  that  495  visits  and  ins- 
pections have  been  made,  754  defects  were  noted  and  6 legal 
notices  were  served. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  I co-operate  to  obviate  Court 
proceedings  if  at  all  possible,  every  opportunity  being  given 
to  a defaulting  owner  or  individual  to  carry  out  his  or  her 
obligations  before  legal  proceedings  are  taken. 

Noise  Abatement  Act , 1960. 

Noise  Nuisances.  G.  K.  Tyres,  Ltd.,  Riddings.  In  March  a 
Sub-Committee  of  the  Council  was  appointed  to  visit  the  factory 
and  meet  the  Manager  and  Estate  Agent  of  the  firm,  to  make 
an  inspection  and  check  on  the  remedial  measures  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  firm  to  reduce  the  noise  of  the  tyre  “Buffing 
m achines. 

On  Wednesday,  29th  March,  the  sub-Committee  met  Mr. 
Slaney,  the  Estates  Manager,  and  Mr.  Drinkal!,  the  Works 
Manager,  at  the  factory. 

We  had  a general  discussion  in  the  office  and  listened  to  an 
outline  of  the  methods  to  be  adopted  to  minimise  or  eliminate 
the  noise  and  vibration  and  abate  the  dust,  smoke  and  fume 
nuisances  caused  by  the  industrial  processes  cat  i ied  on  at  the 
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factory.  We  then  had  a tour  of  the  works  and  the  various 
processes  were  explained  to  us  in  detail. 

We  visited  the  affected  house,  tried  all  the  machines  and 
listened  in  the  bedrooms  of  No.  18  Alfred  Street,  the  house  of 
Mr.  Fisher,  the  chief  complainant.  The  machines  were  switched 
off  in  turn  and  the  offending  machines  were  detected.  We  were 
quite  satisfied  that  a satisfactory  solution  could  be  found,  and 
that  no  effort  would  be  spared  to  do  so. 

From  time  to  time  other  minor  noise  nuisances  were  dealt 
with.  Some  people  seem  to  have  the  mistaken  impression  that  all 
noise  nuisances  can  be  eliminated.  It  must  be  appreciated, 
however,  that  when  firms  have  taken  all  reasonable  steps  to 
minimise  noise,  they  have  a good  defence. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Clean  Air  Act , 1956,  and  Public  Health  Act , 1936. 

N uisances  arising  from  emissions  of  smoke,  dust  and  grit  from 
the  various  industrial  undertakings  have  been  dealt  with  as  they 
have  arisen.  I have  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  co-op- 
eration of  managements  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  and  Regulations. 

The  Council  re-elected  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  Councillor  M.  Hewitt  as  the  representative  of  the 
Council  at  the  meetings  of: 

East  Midlands  Division  of  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air. 

North-East  Derbyshire  Clean  Air  Consultative  Committee. 

The  Standing  Conference  of  Co-operating  Bodies,  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

North-East  Derbyshire  Clean  Air  Joint  Consultative  Committee. 

At  a Meeting  of  the  above  Committee  held  on  Thursday,  2nd 
February,  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Clean  Air 
Exhibition,  Market  Hall,  Chesterfield.  A formal  invitation  was 
received  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  requesting  the  attendance 
of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  and  interested  officials. 

The  opening  ceremony  was  held  at  3 p.m.  on  Tuesday,  7th 
March,  1961,  and  was  performed  by  Mr.  Arnold  Marsh,  o.b.k., 
m. Sc.  Tech.,  M.inst.F.,  the  Director  and  Secretary  of  the  National 
Society  for  Clean  Air. 

The  arrangements  for  the  Mobile  II  Exhibition  at  Alfreton 
were  as  follows  :- 

Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federation . 


Week—  10th  - 15th  April,  1961. 
Mobile  II  Exhibition — Alfreton  U.D.C. 


DAYS 


SITE 

Car  Park 
adjoining 
Bus  Station 


hours 

11  a.m.  - 6 p.m. 
H a.m.  - R p.m. 
10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 


Thursday,  13th  April 
Friday.  14th  April 
Saturday.  15th  April 


The  Chairman  of  the  Council,  Councillor  T.  Bradley, 
officiated  at  the  official  opening  at  10.30  a.m.  on  the  morning  of 
Thursday,  13th  April.  The  Exhibition  attracted  quite  a lot  of 
local  interest  and  was  extremely  well  attended. 

At  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  I 
took  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Council  and  Officials  for 
the  support  given  to  the  venture  on  the  occasion  of  the  Official 
Opening.  I also  expressed  my  thanks  to  the  Press  for  the 
favourable  publicity,  also  to  the  East  Midlands  Gas  Board  for 
placing  window  space  at  my  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  a small 
display  of  clean  air  equipment,  and  details  of  atmospheric 
pollution  recordings,  including  those  of  the  previous  two  Bon- 
fire Nights,  5th  November,  59/60  and  comparing  these  details 
with  two  nights  in  June. 

The  North  East  Derbyshire  Joint  Consultative  Committee 
for  Clean  Air  met  on  four  occasions  during  the  year.  At  each 
meeting  the  results  of  analysis  from  deposit  gauges  and  lead 
peroxide  instruments  and  volumetric  recorders  were  considered. 
Much  useful  work  was  done  in  this  committee  and  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  the  Chairman  of  my  Committee  was  appointed 
Vice  Chairman  at  the  Meeting  held  in  Chesterfield  on  1st  June, 
1961. 

Recording  Station  at  Somercotes.  In  May,  1961 , a Smoke  Filter 
was  installed  at  Somercotes  Market  Place.  Additional  apparatus 
was  set  up  at  both  sites  at  “The  Firs,”  Alfreton,  and  Somercotes 
Market  Place  for  the  determination  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  Con- 
centration. Both  instruments  were  approved  by  the  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

The  National  Society  for  Clean  Air , East  Midlands  Division. 
Three  General  Meetings  were  held  during  the  year  1961.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  Councillor  M.  Hewitt  attended  ali 
three  meetings.  The  first  was  held  at  Kirkby-in- Ashfield, 
Colliery,  on  the  9th  March,  1961.  Members  were  divided  into 
two  parties,  one  visiting  underground  workings  and  the  second 
toured  the  surface  installations.  After  lunch  an  interesting 
address  entitled  “The  Coal  Industry’s  Contribution  to  Clean 
Air”  was  given  by  Mr.  J.  Menheneott,  the  Seniot  Regional  Sales 
Officer  of  the  National  Coal  Board.  In  addition  films  entitled 
“Smokeless  Fuels  from  Coal”  and  “Window  to  the  Sky  were 

shown. 

Norwich,  July  1961.  At  this  meeting  Councillor  M.  Hewitt 
was  appointed  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  Division  \ isits  were 
made  to  factories  where  modern  steam-raising  plant  tired  by 
wood  waste,  and  an  industrial  incinerator  were  in  operation 
After  lunch  Mr.  J.  Smellie,  Chief  Public  Heath  Inspector  of 
Norwich,  presented  a Paper  on  The  Utilisation  of  Waste 
Materials  for  Heat  Production.” 
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Staveley , 26th  October , 1961.  A visit  to  the  Staveley  Iron  & 
Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  made  where  we  toured  the  extensive 
Staveley  Works.  The  General  Manager  of  the  foundries  (Mr. 
C.  Palmer)  and  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Urban  District 
Council  (Councillor  I.  Herdman)  welcomed  the  delegates. 
After  lunch  we  listened  to  a very  interesting  Paper  entitled 
“Iron  Chemicals  and  Clean  Air.” 

All  the  Meetings  were  well  attended  and  we  thank  the  Council 
for  permitting  us  to  represent  them  on  this  important  body, 
which  is  doing  so  much  in  the  cause  of  Clean  Air. 

Smoke  Measuring  Instruments . Daily  records  have  been  kept 
and  I offer  my  thanks  to  my  staff  who  have  assisted  me  at 
week-ends  on  a rota  system,  and  have  made  it  possible  to  main- 
tain a daily  uninterrupted  record  of  the  measurement  of 
atmospheric  pollution  by  the  volumetric  method.  A further 
smoke  filter  was  set  up  in  the  central  area  of  Somercotes  in  May. 
This  instrument  and  the  one  situated  at  the  office  in  the  central 
area  of  the  town,  have  both  been  set  up  with  equipment  to  make 
records  of  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations  by  the  Volumetric 
Method.  To  be  of  value  the  records  of  pollution  have  to  be 
regular  and  reliable. 
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DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER 

The  following  information  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  two  daily  smoke  filterapparatus  installed  at  : 

1.  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Office,  “The  Firs”,  High  Street,  Alfreton. 

2.  Council  Buildings,  Somercotes  Market  Place,  Somercotes. 
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The  amount  of  the  deposited  matter  is  indicated  below  at  the  one  station  within  the  District 
estimation  of  the  sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  determined  by  the  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 


Water  Supply.  Sections  1 1 1 -1 42. 

In  March  the  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  was  taken  over 
by  the  South  Derbyshire  Water  Board.  Water  sampling 
will  now  be  carried  out  by  the  department.  A sample  was  taken 
and  the  reply  was  as  follows  :- 

“Bacteriologically,  this  sample  is  suitable  for  drinking 

purposes.” 

Part  9.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Sections  235-248. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area.  This 
is  frequently  visited  and  is  well-kept  by  the  owner,  Mr.  W.  Davis, 
under  his  personal  supervision.  The  rooms  are  clean,  well 
ventilated,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  are  painted  to  facilitate 
cleansing  at  prescribed  intervals.  Cooking  facilities  and  wash- 
ing accommodation  are  satisfactory,  all  beds  are  clean  and 
comfortable. 

The  following  improvements  were  effected  during  the  year  :- 

Yard  area  paved  and  drainage  facilities  improved. 

There  were  no  complaints  during  the  year. 

Facilities  are  afforded  to  Student  Public  Health  Inspectors 
and  this  is  one  of  the  Public  Health  Services  we  can  show  to 
colleagues  who  do  not  have  a Common  Lodging  House  in  their 
district. 

Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds. 

Several  complaints  of  pollution  of  ditches  and  streams  were 
reported  to  the  Surveyor  for  attention.  Particular  reference 
should  be  made  to  pollution  of  the  brook  at  the  rear  of  Hickton 
Road,  Swanwick,  from  the  sewer  overflow  at  the  rear  of  Swan- 
wick  Road,  Leabrooks,  and  pollution  of  the  brook  near  Hermit- 
age Farm  at  Riddings,  caused  by  seepage  from  Greenhill  Lane 
Sewage  Works.  The  provision  of  a satisfactory  sewerage  system 
is  the  answer.  Now  that  work  on  the  new  sewerage  scheme  has 
commenced  we  hope  that  these  complaints  will  soon  be  a thing 
of  the  past. 


Moveable  Dwellings.  Sections  268-269. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act , 1960. 

Circular  42/60.  19th  August,  1960. 

Out  of  a total  of  eleven  sites,  only  two  applications  were  re- 
ceived by  the  appointed  day,  28th  October,  1960.  The  Council 
had  therefore  to  make  a decision  with  regard  to  the  other  nine 
who  did  not  wish  to  bring  the  sites  up  to  model  standards.  1960. 

The  Clerk,  the  Surveyor,  Mr.  Taylor  of  Town  Planning  De- 
partment, and  I discussed  the  matter.  The  Town  Planning 
Officer  then  went  to  view  the  two  sites.  The  Town  Planning 


38 


Department  later  submitted  proposals  not  to  issue  site  licences, 
and  for  “run-down”  procedure  to  become  operative. 

The  only  two  recognised  sites  in  the  district  are 

W.  H.  Dawes’  site,  Meadow  Lane,  Alf reton  -4  vans. 
Farnsworth’s  site,  Queen’s  Head  Croft,  Riddings  - 3 vans. 

A summary  of  caravan  sites  in  the  district  is  as  follows 


SITE 

SITE  OWNER 

SITE  OWNER’S 
ADDRESS 

VAN  OWNER/ 
OCCUPIER 

Meadow  Lane, 
Alfreton 

W.  Dawes 

Nottingham  Rd., 
Alfreton 

Carlin,  J. 
Hurditch,  L. 
Martin,  S. 
Latham,  H . 

Queen’s  Head 
Croft, 

High  Street, 
Riddings 

J.  Farnsworth 

66  George  Street, 
Riddings 

Ashton 
Thorpe,  J. 

Lawton  Terrace, 
rear  Queen’s 
Head,  Alfreton 

Mrs.  N.  Grace 

6a  Lincoln  St., 
Alfreton 

Wiseman,  W. 

Rear  of  Four 
Horse  Shoes, 
King  Street, 
Alfreton 

J.  Smith 

(Tadcaster) 
Brewery 
Co.  Ltd. 

Tadcaster 

Finney,  J.  (Mrs.) 

Main  Road, 
Lower 
Somercotes 

J.  Glenn 

Main  Road, 
Lower 
Somercotes 

Amott,  P. 

18  Mansfield 
Rd.,  Alfreton 

V.  Thompson 
(Mrs  ) 

18  Mansfield 
Rd.,  Alfreton 

Thompson,  V. , 
(Mrs.) 

Inspection  of  Offices.  ( Workplaces .) 

Routine  visits  have  been  made  to  offices  and  workplaces.  All 
inspected  have  been  well  maintained.  No  complaints  have  been 
received  from  office  or  non-industrial  employees  with  regard  to 
adverse  conditions. 

In  routine  inspection  our  attention  has  been  focused  on  the 
provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  accommodation  and  toilet 
facilities  for  the  use  of  both  sexes,  satisfactory  heating,  also 
lighting  and  ventilation  arrangements.  In  general  a very  high 
standard  has  been  reached. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Public  Health  ( Amendment ) Act , 1 890 , Section  51 . 

Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health. 

Three  visits  have  been  made  to  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment. There  are  three  cinemas  in  this  district  as  follows 
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Odeon  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Empire  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Premier  Theatre,  Somercotes  (closed). 

Somercotes  Empire  is  now  a Roller  Skating  Rink  and  has 
proved  to  be  a very  popular  innovation. 

There  are  four  halls  where  public  dances  are  held  :- 

Astoria  Ballroom,  Alfreton. 

Drill  Hall,  Alfreton. 

Somercotes  Church  Hall. 

Leabrooks  Miners  Welfare.  Leabrooks. 

Alfreton  Arts  Centre,  Chesterfield  Road,  Alfreton  is  also 
occasionally  used  for  this  purpose,  but  in  the  main  for  Meetings, 
Concerts,  etc.,  arranged  by  the  Arts  Council. 

Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  41  licensed  premises  in  the  urban  area,  situated  as 
follows:  Alfreton  17,  Somercotes  9,  Leabrooks  2,  Pye  Bridge  1, 
Ironville  1,  Golden  Valley  1,  Swanwick  4 and  Riddings  6. 

Plans  are  regularly  deposited  with  the  Local  Authority  for 
the  improvement  of  toilet  facilities  on  licensed  premises.  In 
many  cases,  work  of  improvement  has  been  carried  out.  In 
others,  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Notice  is  taken  of  the  remarks  of  the  Licensing  Justices  at 
Brewster  Sessions  in  February  each  year. 

Routine  inspections  are  made  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  and  1960  Acts. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and  Dismantling 

of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order,  1943,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Circulars. 

Two  meetings  were  held  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Council 
Offices,  Matlock.  The  first  meeting,  held  4th  July,  1961,  when 
the  Protection  of  Birds  Act,  1954  was  considered,  the  subject 
being  introduced  by  Mr.  G.  Fieldhouse,  of  the  Infestation  Div- 
ision of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food.  The 
second  meeting  was  held  on  15th  November,  when  the  subject 
was  “Control  of  Common  Rats”.  Mr.  F.  J.  Smith  opened  the 
discussion  on  this  occasion.  Both  meetings  were  fairly  well 
attended. 

The  Infestation  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fish- 
eries and  Food  are  to  be  congratulated  on  maintaining  interest 
in  these  meetings,  which  have  the  effect  of  focusing  attention 
on  this  important  aspect  of  our  work. 
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The  department  is  responsible  for  a continuous  effort  to  con- 
trol the  rodent  and  other  pest  nuisances  arising  in  the  district. 
Seventy-eight  such  complaints  were  received  and  satisfactorily 
dealt  with.  Complaints  received  were  in  the  main  from  house- 
holders living  near  poultry  keepers.  Our  tips  are  all  worked  by 
controlled  tipping  methods.  Daily  inspections  are  made  by  the 
Rodent  Operator  of  the  tips,  and  their  surroundings,  and  evi- 
dence of  an  infestation,  however  small,  is  quickly  noticed,  and 
the  necessary  action  quickly  taken.  No  legal  proceedings  were 
required  and  it  is  pleasing  "to  record  that  all  owners  and  occu- 
piers of  property  are  usually  most  anxious  to  co-operate  in  the 
eradication  of  rats,  mice  and  other  vermin. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisher- 
ies and  Food,  Nottingham,  and  also  to  the  Pest  Control  Depart- 
ment, for  their  valuable  assistance  in  dealing  with  complaints 
received  re  rabbits  and  other  pests  under  their  control. 

There  are  no  serious  infestations  in  farms,  and  we  can  rely 
on  the  co-operation  of  the  farmers  in  the  district,  to  prevent 
minor  infestations  becoming  major.  If  they  neglected  to  do  so, 
they  could  be  involved  in  serious  financial  loss. 

Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  prescribed  intervals, 
as  were  treatments  to  all  Council-owned  undertakings  such  as 
sewerage  works,  tips  and  depots.  We  received  numerous  com- 
plaints from  householders  and  others  re  wasps'  nests  last 
summer.  Other  infestations  by  ants,  silver-fish  and  the  like, 
were  all  promptly  and  efficiently  dealt  with  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith, 
the  Depot  Foreman  and  Rodent  Operator,  who  deserves  a word 
of  commendation  for  his  painstaking  attention  to  this  work. 

The  following  work  under  this  heading  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  Department : — 


First 

treatment 

Second, 
t reatment 

Alfreton 

73 

24  . 

Somercotes  ... 

39 

10 

Leabrooks 

7 

5 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

4 

— 

Swanwick 

22 

10 

Riddings 

30 

12 

Cod nor  Park 

9 

9 

Golden  Valley 

184 

70 

Total  ...  254 

Sewage  works.  All  sewage  works  have  been  visited  during  the 
year  and  the  following  have  received  treatment  :- 


41 


Alfreton  2 Riddings  2 Codnor  Park  2 

Somercotes  2 Swanwick  1 Birchwood  2 

Highfields  1 Newlands  1 Pye  Bridge  2 

After  treatment  no  further  activity  was  noticeable. 

37  visits  have  been  made  to  sewage  works  and  Council  prem- 
ises and  94  treatments  given;  25  visits  were  made  to  Council 
houses  and  6 treatments  given  ; 505  visits  were  made  to  private 
houses  and  220  treatments  given  ; 155  visits  were  made  to  busi- 
ness premises  and  71  treatments  given. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year :- 


Sewer  inspection  chambers 

• • • 

436 

Sewage  works  ... 

• • • 

97 

Council  houses 

25 

Private  houses 

• • • 

536 

Business  premises 

Other  visits,  including  farms  during 

155 

threshing  operations  ... 

Total 

47 

1,296 

Refuse  tips  and  salvage  depots  are  under  constant  observation. 

Farm  Survey.  35  Farms  were  surveyed  for  rats  and  mice 
during  the  year.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  combined  harvesting 
has  had  the  effect  of  minimising  the  number  of  infestations  on 
farm  premises. 

Housing. 

As  a department  responsible  for  Slum  Clearance,  we  feel  very 
disheartened  and  dissatisfied  at  the  continued  delays,  frustra- 
tion and  lack  of  progress  in  this  important  field  of  environmen- 
tal hygiene.  We  have  a colossal  programme  ahead  of  us,  but 
delays  due  to  Mining  Subsidence,  and  small  allocations  of 
houses  from  the  Ministry  have  caused  us  to  have  one  of  the 
quietest  years  in  re-housing  tenants  from  slum  properties  in  the 
post  war  period. 

I express  the  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  report  more  pro- 
gress next  year. 


Housing  Act,  1957. 


During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 

With  state 

Houses  erected  : assistance  Unaided  Total 


(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons 

Houses  under  erection  : 

(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons 


30  30 

44  44 

16  16 
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Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  11 A 72) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 
gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  local 

authority  ...  •••  ••• 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ••• 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders 
Number  of  persons  displaced 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  undertakings  have  been 
accepted  that  have  become  empty 
Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  *•- 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  determined  ... 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved 
by  the  Council  (houses  involved) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  improved  during  the  year  ... 


178 

25 

33 

24 

19 

98 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

38 

0 


The  following  table  summarises  the  four  quarterly  returns  made 
to  the  Ministry  during  1961. 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere, 

Return  for  the  Year  1961 . 


Houses  Displaced  during  year — 

A- -Houses  Demolished  demolished  Persons  Families 

In  clearance  areas  ...  0 

0 

0 

Not  in  clearance  areas  : 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Sect.  17(1)  Housing  Act, 

1957  ...  ...  19 

98 

29 

C --  Unfit  houses  made  fit  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  : 

By  owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

(11)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under 

31 

0 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

2 

0 

(b)  Housing  Acts 

0 

0 
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Houses  demolished  during  the  year  : 

In  Clearance  Areas 
Nil. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders  : 

Alfreton  : Richmond  Hill,  4,  5,  6 and  7 

Nottingham  Road,  203,  205,  207  and  209 
King  Street,  63,  65,  67,  69,  73  and  75 

Somercotes  : Somercotes  Hill,  21 
Birchwood  Lane,  191 

Biddings  : West  Street,  71,  72  and  73 

Overcrowding.  Enquiries  were  made  into  several  cases  of  over- 
crowding, and  the  facts  were  reported  to  the  Housing  Department, 
and  the  Public  Health  Committee.  It  is  most  difficult  to  deal  with 
these  cases  as  Government  Policy  at  the  moment  apparently  is  to 
concentrate  on  housing  schemes  for  slum  clearance  only,  and  not  for 
general  need.  We  are  still  concentrating  as  much  as  possible  on 
slum  clearance  rather  than  for  general  need. 

Messrs.  J antes  Oakes  & Co.  ( Riddings)  Ltd.  Structural  altera- 
tions and  improvements  carried  out  during  1961  to  the  property 
owned  by  the  above  were  as  follows 

5 Market  Place,  Riddings  - Installation  of  electric  light  and 

power  points 

6 Market  Place,  Riddings  - Ditto 

7 Market  Place,  Riddings  - Ditto,  and  provision  of  hot 

water  system 

25  Cinder  Road,  Lower  Somercotes  - Structural  alterations 
to  provide  separate  access  to  bedroom 

Mr.  J.  M.  Oakes. 

2 Church  Street,  Riddings  - Provision  of  internal  w.c. 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair.  During  the  year,  1 application  was 
received  and  approved  for  a Certificate  of  Disrepair.  One  Certificate 
was  issued  and  one  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  cancelled  on  com- 
pletion of  the  necessary  work. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts,  1928  and  1936. 
Cellulose  Solution  Regulation,  1934. 

Petroleum  Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  Regulations,  1959. 
Home  Office  Circulars  5 1,  etc. 


No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  during  1961  49 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  carbide  during  1961  1 

Total  storage  capacity  of  petroleum  spirit  ...  75,350 

Total  storage  capacity  of  carbide  of  calcium  ...  112  lbs. 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  petroleum  licences  £35  10s. 
Fees  collected  in  respect  of  carbide  licences  ...  5s. 


Can  Stores. 

Can  Store  licences  were  issued  to  the  following 

Messrs.  C.  Brown  and  Sons,  Alfreton 
T.  Roguska,  King  Street,  Alfreton 
R.  S.  Dawes,  Victoria  Street,  Somercotes 
Evans  Bros.  (Concrete)  Ltd.,  Biddings 
N.C.B.  Area  No.  4,  Alfreton  Colliery 

„ ,,  Cotes  Park  Colliery 

„ ,,  Swanwick  Colliery 

All  underground  tanks  are  subject  to  an  air  pressure  test  of  10 
lbs.  per  sq.  inch  for  a minimum  period  of  10  hours  before  approval. 
The  petrol  tank  to  be  totally  embedded  in  massed  fine  concrete  not 
less  than  9 inches  thick,  or  alternatively,  a brick  chamber  in  9 
inches  of  brickwork,  cement  rendered  on  the  inside  with  1 inch  of 
cement  and  a minimum  of  9 inches  of  dry  washed  sand  surrounding 
the  tank.  The  tank  to  rest  on  a cradle  at  the  base  of  the  tank. 


Gallons 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 

60 


Factories  Act,  1937,  1948  and  1959. 

Form  F143B.  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering 
Construction.  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  use  of  Building  Staff . 

Received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  follows 
The  Delves,  blousing  Estate,  Swanwick. 

97  High  Street,  Alfreton. 

William  H.  Shaw,  Ltd.,  Biddings. 

Westminster  Bank  Ltd.,  Alfreton. 

Firs  Estate,  Alfreton. 

Section  9,  Form  143  re  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Cundey  & Stewart  Ltd.,  Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

Butterley  Co.  Ltd.,  The  Forge,  Codnor  Park. 

The  Surveyor  co-operates  with  the  department  by  submitting  to 
me  all  plans  in  respect  of  factories  for  my  perusal  and  observations, 
prior  to  planning  permission  being  granted.  The  system  works  very 
satisfactorily. 

Deletions  from  and  additions  to  the  list  of  Factories  and  Work- 
places noted  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  reported  to  me  on 
Form  143,  Section  8 (3)  are  duly  recorded  and  the  Register  kept  up 
to  date  at  all  times. 


Register  of  Factories,  31.12.61. 


Aerated  water  ...  1 

Bakeries  ...  ...  4 

Boots  ...  ...  1 

Boot  repairs  ...  5 

Bicycle  repairs  ...  2 

Brickmaking  ...  1 


Leather  dressing  ...  1 

Letterpress  printing  ...  3 

Machine  repairs  ...  1 

Metal  scrap  cutting  ...  2 


Metal  scrap,  paper  sorting  1 
Motor  vehicle  repairs  ...  15 
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Builders’  supplies  ...  1 

Chemicals  ...  ...  2 

Concrete  blocks  ...  1 

Corsets  ...  ...  1 

Dresses  ...  ...  2 

Electrical  repairs  ...  2 

Engineering  ...  7 

Flooring  ...  ...  2 

Gas  ...  ...  2 

Hosiery  ...  ...  3 

Ironfounding  ...  1 

Iron  rolling  mills  ...  1 

Joinery  ...  ...  10 

Laundry  ...  ...  1 


Total 


Net  mending  ...  1 

Sausage,  meat  pies,  etc....  8 

Sheet  metal  work  ...  1 

Slaughterhouse  ...  1 

Subsidiary  Companies 
Miscellaneous  dept.  ...  1 

Oxygen  dept.  ...  1 

Tyre  remoulds  ...  1 

Underwear...  ...  3 

Vehicle  demolition  ...  3 

Vehicle  painting  and 

cellulosing  ...  1 

Wagon  building  ...  1 


Woodworking  machinery  1 
96. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Part  1 . General  provisions  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 

Sections  7 - 7. 

Sampling  of  food  and  drugs  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton, B. sc. ,f.r.i.c., 
F.C.S.,  the  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  information 
of  such  work  carried  out  by  his  department  as  follows 

“Eighty-eight  samples,  including  22  milks,  were  taken  under  the 
above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  during 
the  year  1961.  The  Milk  samples  were  all  classed  as  satisfactory.” 

“Two  samples  of  Sweets  (an  informal  sample  followed  by  a formal 
sample  from  the  same  premises)  were  found  to  contain  artificial 
colouring  matter  not  permitted  for  use  in  food  manufacture  in  this 
country.  After  detailed  enquiry  it  appeared  that  the  offence  was  due 
to  the  act  or  default  of  the  firm  supplying  the  colour  to  the  sweet 
manufacturers  and  proceedings  were  taken  against  this  company. 
Legal  difficulties  arose  in  this  procedure  and  the  case  was  dismissed. 
The  Colouring  Matter  in  Food  Regulations  have  now  been  amended 
and  this  particular  difficulty  is  not  likely  to  be  encountered  in  the 
future.” 

“.Samples  submitted  by  your  Authority  consisted  of  Pork  Meat, 
in  which  the  'off  flavour’  was  due  to  ‘Bone  Taint’  caused  by 
bacterial  infection,  and  Chocolate  Biscuits  thought  to  have  caused 
sickness  but  in  which  no  deleterious  ingredients  were  found.” 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food  Section  8-12 

All  condemned  food  excepting  meat  is  taken  to  the  Council’s 
Depot  at  Leabrooks  where  it  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  stuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
traders  during  the  year: 
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Condemned  Food 

lbs. 

ozs. 

16  tins  Ham 

154 

12 

5 ,, 

Cooked  Shoulder 

53 

3 

6 „ 

Pork 

34 

15 

10  „ 

Tongue  . . 

22 

0 

43  „ 

Salmon  . . 

31 

124 

H3  „ 

Tomatoes. . 

349 

41 

(a 

4 „ 

Cherries  . . 

3 

8 

72  „ 

Peaches  . . 

117 

144 

27  „ 

Pineapple 

24 

15 

6 „ 

Steak 

5 

14 

13  „ 

Corned  Beef 

21 

13 

11  „ 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat . . 

17 

5 

5 ,, 

Pilchards 

1 

154 

9 

w > > 

Runner  Beans 

2 

6 

43  „ 

Grapefruit 

34 

1 

27  „ 

Pears 

44 

2 „ 

Prunes 

i 

0 

18  „ 

Fruit  Salad 

25 

15J 

6 „ 

Strawberries 

4 

12 

5 „ 

Creamed  Rice 

5 

0 

2 „ 

Creamed  Sago 

2 

0 

4 „ 

Cream 

2 

0 

9 „ 

Oranges  . . 

5 

3 

13  „ 

Apricots  . . 

17 

3 

16  „ 

Evaporated  Milk 

10 

10 

4 tins  Rice  Pudding 

1 

14 

ii  „ 

Plums 

13 

12 

3 „ 

Orange  Marmalade  . . 

4 

0 

28  „ 

Peas 

19 

9 

20  „ 

Baked  Beans 

14 

4 

1 tin 

Bone  and  Vegetable  Broth 

4J 

25  tins  Soup 

16 

154 

4 „ 

Sardines  . . 

1 

134 

4 „ 

Crab 

1 

8 

1 tin  Kit-E-Kat  . . 

8 

5 tins  Sponge  Pudding 

3 

4i 

1 tin 

Macedonnes 

101 

i „ 

Condensed  Milk 

12“ 

i „ 

Tomato  Juice 

6 

i „ 

Apricot  Conserve 

1 

12 

3 tins  Fruit  Cocktail 

3 

14 

1 tin 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 

1 

0 

i „ 

Irish  Stew 

1 

15 

4 tins  Carrots 

3 

10 

1 tin 

Raspberries 

• • 

13J 

Carried  forward 

1078 

4 
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Brought  forward  1078  4 

2 tins  Macaroni  . . . . . . 2 0 

1  tin  Celery  Hearts  . . . . 13 

1 ,,  Mustard  . . . . . . 4 

2 tins  Spam  . . . . . . 18 

1 tin  Minced  Beef  Loaf  . . . . 12 

1 ,,  Golden  Syrup  . . . . 2 0 

2 jars  Nestea  . . . . . . 4J 

3 ,,  Coffee  . . . . . . 6 

1 jar  Mild  Mustard  . . . . 4 

2 jars  Cream  . . . . . . 4 

7 ,,  Pickled  Onions  . . . . 5 11 

7 ,,  Miracle  Whip  . . . . 3 10 

8 ,,  Pickled  Walnuts  . . . . 10 

1 jar  Gherkins  . . . . . . 10 

1 ,,  Crystallised  Ginger  . . . . 10 

2 jars  Pepper  . . . . . . 2 

1 jar  Mussels  . . . . . . 4 

1 ,,  Prawns  . . . . . . 4 

30  Bts.  Essence  . . . . . . 15 

1 Pkt. Sausage  . . . . . . 12 

3 Pkts.Spratts  Ovals  . . . . 3 0 

1 Pkt. Icing  Sugar  . . . . 10 

33  Pkts.  Jellies  ..  ..  10  3 

55  ,,  Lemon  Creams  . . 27  8 

22  ,,  Mint  Creams  ..  ..  11  0 

297 Pkts. Coated  Mallow  Creams  . . 148  8 

408  ,,  Half  Coated  Mallows  . . 204  0 

3  ,,  Cheese  . . . . . . 101- 

Butter  . . • • . • • 2 0 

Sausage  . . • • 26  4 

Luncheon  Meat  . . . . . . 7 0 

Cooked  Ham  . . . . . . 7 12 

Tongue  . . . . • • 5 12 

Jellied  Veal  . . . . . • 8 

Stoned  Raisins  . . . . 20  0 

Shelled  Walnuts  . . . . . . 2 4 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pies  (2)  . . . . 4 0 

Lard  . . • • • • • • 10 

Cheese  . . • . ..118 

Bacon  . . • • 32  0 

Six  Crates  of  Hot  House  Grapes  . . 54  0 

Beef  - Decomposition  . . 315  0 

Ox  Skirts  - . . • • • • 213  0 

Pork  Trimmings  - Decomposition  . . 208  0 

54  Sheep’s  Plucks  - ,,  . . • • 283  0 


Carried  forward  6200  Si 
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Brought  forward 
35  Pigs’  Plucks  - ,, 

Ox  Liver  - Decomposition 
48  Ox  Tails  - ,, 

40  Pigs’  Heads  - 
4 Calf  Plucks  - 
1 Pig’s  Liver  - 

190  Sheep’s  Tongues  - Decomposition 
4 Ox  Hearts  - Decomposition 


6200 

217 

5520 

71 

544 

15 
8 

38 

16 


8f 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Total  9,127  8| 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. 

Dogs  in  Food  Shops.  Notices  re  Dogs  in  Food  Shops  have  been 
replaced  as  necessary,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  only  on  two 
occasions  was  it  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  a customer 
to  the  request. 

Food  Hawkers.  The  absence  of  satisfactory  legislation  still  re- 
mains a vexed  question  amongst  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the 
Food  Trade  itself.  Some  traders  are  inclined  to  flout  the  Food  Hy- 
giene Regulations,  the  Shops  Act,  and  Sunday  Trading  Act,  and  I 
think  there  is  need  for  early  amendment  of  the  law  to  provide  more 
effective  control  of  Food  Hawkers. 

Food  Shops.  A schedule  of  works  was  submitted  to  the  follow- 
ing Traders  after  inspection  of  premises. 

Alfreton 

Mr.  L.  Sweeting,  155  King  Street 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Marriott,  113  Nottingham  Road 
Mrs.  N.  Smith,  76  Nottingham  Road 
Mr.  E.  Butterworth,  19  Mansfield  Road 
Mr.  E.  Walker,  36  Nottingham  Road 
Mr.  H.  Tart,  11  Park  Street 
SOMERCOTES 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  Sleetmoor  Lane 
Miss  C.  Lucas,  106  Nottingham  Road 
Messrs.  E.  & M.  Williamson,  65  Somercotes  Hill 
Mrs.  E.  R.  King,  117  Somercotes  Hill 
Messrs.  J.  Abbott  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Coupland  Place 
Mrs.  A.  Dawes,  Quarry  Road 
Mr.  T.  W.  Hudson,  22  Birchwood  Lane 
Leabrooks 

Mr.  F.  Taylor,  94  Leabrooks  Road 
Riddings 

Mrs.  E.  Ball,  6 High  Street 

Mr.  H.  W.  Spinks,  75  High  Street 

Mr.  A.  H.  Taylor,  George  Street 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society,  George  Street  Branch 
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SWANWICK 

Mrs.  I.  Aldred,  Transport  Cafe 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Gent,  65  The  Delves 

Mr.  J.  Allsop,  32  Church  Street 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  Derby  Road 

Alfreton  Market.  Regular  inspections  are  made  by  your  Inspec- 
tors of  the  food  stalls  on  the  open  market  in  Institute  Lane.  In  the 
main  the  stallholders  are  co-operative  and  only  sweets,  confection- 
ery, fish,  fruit  and  vegetables  are  sold. 

The  Council  do  not  permit  butchers  to  have  stalls  on  this  open 
market.  This  is  a wise  policy. 

I again  reiterate  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  satisfactory 
toilet  facilities,  in  a reasonably  accessible  position  for  the  use  of  the 
Food  Traders,  even  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  increase  the  stall  rents 
over  a reasonable  period  to  cover  the  cost  of  same.  I have  every 
hope  that  this  problem  will  be  solved  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Food  Shops  being  used  as  Receiving  Depots  for  Laundry  and 
Dry  Cleaning.  We  do  not  permit  Food  Shops  to  be  used  as 
Receiving  Depots  for  Laundry  and  Dry  Cleaning. 

Ice  Cream  ( heat  treatment , etc.)  Regulations  1959.  All  premises 
in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold  have  been  sub- 
jected to  regular  inspection.  Ice  cream  parlours  are  provided  where 
loose  ice  cream  is  sold.  All  conservators  from  which  ice  cream  is 
sold  are  provided  with  Stowell  protective  covers  to  prevent  misuse  of 
the  conservators  and  possible  contamination.  All  premises  registered 
must  be  suitably  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  have  satisfactory  washing 
facilities,  hot  and  cold  water,  clean  towels  and  soap  available. 
Manufacturers’  premises  in  the  area  are  most  up-to  date  and  their 
products  are  manufactured  under  hygienic  conditions. 

During  the  year  two  food  traders  applied  for  registration  of  their 
premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  as  follows : 

Mr.  E.  Walker,  34  Nottingham  Road,  Alfreton. 

Miss  E.  L.  Andrews,  86  Derby  Road,  Swanwick. 

Three  food  traders  applied  for  transfer  of  premises  : 

Mrs.  J.  Maycock,  102  High  Street,  Riddings. 

Mr.  R.  Colledge,  136  Leabrooks  Road,  Leabrooks. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Hutchinson,  Handy  Shop,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton 

The  following  premises  where  closed  during  the  year : 

Mr.  R.  Ingram,  Colliery  Road,  Alfreton. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955. 

Slaughterhouses  Act , 1958. 

Model  Byelaws  for  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations , 1958. 

The  Slaughter  of  Pigs  ( Ancesthesia ) Regulations , 195b. 
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Public  Health  Meat  Regulations , 1924-1952. 

Memo . 3 Meat , Ministry  of  Food  Circular  5 1 48.  C.  Bovis. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts , 1958. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture , Fisheries  and  hood 
Circular  FSH  2/57,  11th  April , 1957. 

Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost  of  Meat  Inspection. 
Circular  FSH  4/59 , 12th  February , 1959. 

Circular  FSH  1/60.  17th  b ebruary,  1960. 

This  important  service  was  fully  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  one  hundred  per  cent,  meat  inspection  was  carried  out. 

As  a result  of  the  additional  work  in  dealing  with  export”  meat 
my  Council  received  the  following  grant  from  the  Ministry  for  the 
period  ending  31st  March,  1962 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  (including  bacon  factories)  : 

(a)  Private,  7 (b)  Public,  nil 

(a)  Number  of  officers  engaged  in  meat  inspection  : 

(i)  Whole-time,  nil  (ii)  Part-time,  3 

(b)  Number  with  veterinary  qualification,  nil 

(c)  Number  holding  R.S.H.  Certificate  for  meat  and  other 

food,  3 

(d)  Number  with  other  qualifications,  nil. 


Total  carcases  inspected 

Units  inspected 

Units 

(a)  Cattle  ...  1 1,484 

(No.  of  cattle  X 

10) 

114,840 

(b)  Calves  ...  243 

(No.  of  calves  X 

3) 

729 

(c)  Pigs  ...  8,51 1 

(No. of  pigs  X 3) 

25,533 

(d)  Sheep  ...  12,428 

(No.  of  sheep  X 

2) 

24,856 

Total  ...  32,666 

Total 

• • • 

165,958 

Population  (as  at  June, 

1961) 

. . . 

23,110 

Datum  figure  (population  X 1-5  per  cap.  fig 

ure 

34,665 

Export  figure  (item  6 minus  item  8) 

. . . 

131,293 

Cost  of  inspecting  export  meat 

£ 

s.  d 

(item  9X2  pence)  1 ,094  2 2 


Amount  of  any  contributions  towards  cost  of  meat  inspec- 
tion received  from  private  firms,  nil 

Give  here  also  name  and  address  of  firms,  nil 

The  following  details  co-relate  with  those  given  last  year  to 
enable  a comparison  to  be  made. 

It  will  be  agreed,  after  perusing  the  statistical  tables  given  below 
that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the  department  to  carry  out  and 
maintain  an  efficient  meat  inspection  service.  The  work  after 
normal  office  hours  and  at  weekends  is  carried  out  on  a rota  basis  by 
the  staff,  including  myself. 
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The  following  number  of  animals  have  been  inspected  during 
the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1961. 

Beasts  . . 9609 

Calves  . . 273 

Pigs  . . 8162 

Sheep  . . 13154 


31198 


Animals  Killed  and  Inspected 


Alfreton 

Beasts 

1 

1 

2 

198 

4 (Licence 
cancelled) 
Somercotes 

36 

7 

— 

Leabrooks 

8 

686 

Riddings 

10 

11  (Licence 
cancelled) 
Swanwick 

— 

12 

8636 

13 

52 

Total 

9609 

Calves 

3 

Pigs 

88 

680 

Sheep 

63 

180 

Total 

152 

1061 

— 

7 

— 

43 

— 

118 

205 

323 

6 

660 

1646 

2998 

— 

— 

36 

36 

— 

— 

20 

20 

264 

6577 

32 

1075 

239 

26242 

323 

273 

8162 

13154 

31198 

During  this  period  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemned 
amounted  to  21  tons  16  cwts.  3 qrs.  0 lbs.  made  up  of  the  following: 

Beasts  - Tuberculosis 

1 Forequarter 

2 Heads 
8 Lungs 
1 Liver 

Other  Diseases 

11  Carcases  - emaciation 
1 Carcase  - extensive  bruising 

3 Carcases  and  all  offal  - septicaemia 
3 Carcases  - Oedema 

1 Carcase  and  all  offal  - septic  mastitis 

2 Carcases  and  all  offals  - septic  pericarditis 
8 Sets  offals  - cysticercus  bovis 

1 Carcase  - pyaemia 

2 Sides  - bruising 
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3 Portions  - abscesses 
37  Portions  - bruising 
1 Hindquarters  - fracture 

1 Carcase  and  all  offal  - Lymphatic  leukaemia 
78  lbs.  Trimmings 
20  lbs.  Strippings 
6 Thin  Flanks 

Heads 

25  Abscesses 
5 Actinomycosis 
3 Fractures 

Lungs 

1 Distomatosis 
3 Emphysema 
3 Melanosis 
18  Abscesses 
28  Hydatid  cysts 
35  Pleurisy 

Hearts 

5  Abscesses 
15  Pericarditis 
42  Xanthosis 
1 Hydatid  Cyst 

Skirts 

8 Abscesses 
3 Pleurisy 
32  lbs.  Trimmings 

Livers 

519  Cirrhosis 
293  Abscesses 
858  Angioma 
58  Hydatid  cysts 

5 Fatty  degeneration 

Spleens 

3 Adhesions 
1 Peritonitis 

6 Abscesses 

1 Hydatid  cyst 

Stomachs 

32  Abscesses 

2 Peritonitis 

Udders 

14  Mastitis 

Kidneys 

24  Nephritis 
13  Hydronephrosis 

7 Abscesses 
1 Infarcts 
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Calf  plucks 

1  Abscess 

Pigs  - Tuberculosis 
82  Heads 
8 Plucks 

Other  Diseases 

1  Carcase  - emaciation 
1 Carcase  and  all  offal  - gangrene 
1 Carcase  - oedema 

1 Carcase  - uraemia 

2 Portions  - abscesses 

12  Portions  - bruising  and  fractures 
1 Leg  - arthritis 

1 Leg  - abscess 
24  lbs.  Taint 

76  lbs.  Trimmings 

Heads 

6 Abscesses 

Livers 

21  Cirrhosis 

2 Milk  spots 

4 Fatty  degeneration 

Plucks 

16  Pleurisy 

2  Abscesses 

Udders 

6 Mastitis 

Kidneys 

2 Hydronephrosis 

2 Nephritis 

Sheep 

Other  Diseases 

3 Carcases  and  all  offals  - fevered 

1 Carcase  and  all  offal  - abnormal  odour 

1 Carcase  - abscesses 

8 Carcases  - emaciation 

2 Carcases  - oedema 

4 Carcases  and  all  offals  - natural  causes 

1 Part  carcase  - pleurisy 

2 Part  carcases  - abscesses 

2 Portions  - bruising 

3 Portions  - abscesses 
2 Legs  - arthritis 

Livers 

2 Hydatid  cysts 

4 Fatty  degeneration 

3 Cirrhosis 
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8 Distomatosis 
2 Strongyli 

Plucks 

10  Strongyli 
2 Abscesses 
14  Distomatosis 
7 Cirrhosis 
2 Pleurisy 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  are  asked  for  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  dated  23rd  November,  1955 


Carcases  Inspected  an 

d Condemned . 

Cattle , 

Sheet) 

excluding 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Number  killed  ... 

3288 

6321 

273 

13154 

8162 

Number  inspected 

3288 

6321 

273 

13154 

8162 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

23 

Nil 

20 

4 

or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

818 

1300 

1 

68 

79 

spected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

24-87% 

20-93% 

0-36% 

0-67% 

1-01% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

or  organ,  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

Nil 

12 

0-12% 

Nil 

Nil 

90 

1-12% 

spected  affected  with  T.B. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercus  Bovis . 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercis  has  improved  during  the  past  year. 
Eight  cases  were  detected  in  1961  and  the  cold  storage  facilities 
used  were  at  Chesterfield,  Sheffield  or  Derby.  It  is  our  custom  to 
inspect  the  certificate  issued  by  the  Manager  of  the  receiving  Cold 
Storage  Depot  and  record  the  date  and  the  number  of  the  same 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  incidents  have  dropped  from 
14  to  8,  and  I can  assure  all  concerned  that  our  vigilance  in  this 
respect,  in  conducting  our  inspection,  remains  the  same. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act , 1933  - 1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations , 1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  {Pigs)  Act , 1954. 

C.M.A.  243  Minimum  Standards  of  Construction. 

Lay-out  and  equipment  of  Slaughterhouses  in  England  and 

Wales  Act , 1957. 

Circular  No.  45j57 , 29th  August , 1957.  Improvement  Grants 
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37  licences  have  been  issued  to  slaughtermen  in  this  district.  All 
trainees  are  tested  in  their  skill  in  the  use  of  a mechanically-operated 
instrument  before  a licence  is  issued  to  them.  In  addition  to  captive 
bolts,  there  are  two  electric  lethal  instruments  in  use,  at  the  premises 
of  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  Swanwick  and  Mr.  O.  P.  Taylor, 
Leabrooks. 


Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

In  December,  1961,  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  and  I 
made  a final  inspection  of  the  seven  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
where  the  owners  had  decided  to  bring  them  up  to  the  required 
standard.  He  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  what  has  been  achieved 
in  this  area  in  the  implementation  of  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene) 
and  Slaughterhouse  (Cruelty)  Regulations.  Feeding  racks,  drinking 
bowls  and  feeding  troughs  remained  to  be  installed  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  as  work  was  in  progress  licences  were  to  be  issued  in  the 
new  year. 

I think  it  is  reasonable  to  state  that  a high  standard  of  private 
slaughterhouse  has  been  achieved  andwill  bear  favourable  comparison 
with  any  in  the  country. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation  to  submit 
plans  for  a replacement  Modern  Abattoir  on  the  site  of  the  existing 
slaughterhouse  at  Swanwick.  The  throughput  at  the  present 
slaughterhouse  is  well  above  its  capacity. 

Meat  Transport. 

The  wholesaling  of  meat  is  carried  on  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation,  and  the  most  up-to-date  vehicles  are  used  for  this 
purpose.  Meat  is  similarly  transported  to  some  butchers  in  this 
district  from  wholesale  premises  in  the  adjoining  rural  district  and 
from  Chesterfield  Abattoir. 

Condemned  Meat. 

Circular  MF  21 1 53,  2nd  December,  1953. 

Circular  MF  10l54 , 29th  June,  1954. 

The  above  circulars  impress  upon  local  authorities  the  importance 
of  ensuring  the  safe  disposal  of  condemned  meat  (which  incidentally 
emphasises  the  importance  of  meat  inspection  itself).  We  have 
continued  our  policy  of  enabling  the  individual  butcher  to  recover 
some  of  his  loss  by  disposing  of  his  condemned  meat  to  either  the 
Mansfield  Hide  and  Skin  Co.  Ltd.,  Messrs.  Bitterlings  of  Notting- 
ham, Messrs.  Churchmans  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse  or  Barlows  of 
Denby.  Our  system  is  to  slash  and  stain  with  acid  green  stain,  all 
carcase  meat  and  offals.  We  are  thus  assured  of  satisfactory  dis- 
posal of  all  such  meat,  and  no  possibility  of  it  being  used  for  human 
consumption. 
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Knackers’  Yards. 

Cat  and  Dog  Meat  Shops. 

jiq  Knackers  yards  in  tlie  area,  but  there  are  two  in  the 
adjoining  rural  district,  one  of  which  is  delivering  cat  and  dog  meat 
to  an  establishment  in  this  area.  1 hese  premises  are  kept  under 
constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  all  meat  sold  has  been  previously 
treated  with  acid  green  stain  to  minimise  the  risk  of  the  diseased 
meat  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

The  Shops  Act , 1912-34-36-50. 

The  Shops  Regulations , / 9 1 2-1 3-37 -39 . 

The  Young  Persons  ( Employment ) Act  and  Order , 1938. 

As  officer  appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  I have  to  report  that 
steady  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The 
condition  under  which  shop  assistants  and  others  work  in  this  area, 
in  my  opinion,  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  area  in 
the  country.  Attention  is  given  to  the  various  matters  affecting  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  the  assistants,  including  seats  for  females, 
rest  rooms  if  possible,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities, 
heating,  lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness  of  premises. 
Food  shops  in  particular  are  frequently  visited. 

During  the  year  a total  of  660  visits  have  been  made  to  shop 
premises.  Warnings  have  been  given  with  regard  to  selling  after 
hours,  and  of  being  open  on  the  regular  early  closing  day  for  the 
sale  of  articles  other  than  those  prescribed. 

The  following  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  register  of 
shops 


Canteens 

Food 

Other 

and  Cafes 

Shops 

Premises 

Total 

Alfreton 

18 

89 

121 

228 

Somercotes  ... 

7 

68 

46 

121 

Leabrooks  ... 

— 

14 

14 

28 

Riddings 

3 

30 

24 

57 

Swanwick 

4 

21 

15 

40 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

1 

4 

3 

8 

Ironville  and  Codnor 

Park  3 

12 

9 

24 

Golden  Valley 

— 

3 

— 

3 

36  241  232  509 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Applications  were  received  for  the  renewal  of  licences  to  keep 
Pet  Shops  by  : Mr.  C.  Bagguley,  4 High  Street,  Swan  wick  ; and  Mr. 
W.  K.  King,  71  Mansfield  Road,  Alf reton.  Both  applications  were 
approved  subject  to  no  nuisance  being  caused  and  the  payment  of 
the  requisite  fee. 
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Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954. 
Hairdressers.  Section  146. 


Hairdressing  establishments  in  the  district  are  registered  and  all 
comply  in  every  respect  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a list  of  such  establishments 


ALFRETON 

Mrs.  P.  Speed 
Mrs.  G.  West 
S.  Turner 
Miss.  Parr 

H.  Stone 
P.  Spencer 

A.  L.  Stevenson 
J.  B.  Morley 
Briggs  & Son 
Mrs.  Stendall 
Mrs.  Wade 

I.  Birch 

Mrs.  B Leighton 
Miss  P.  Kirk 
Miss  J.  C.  Briddon 


91  High  Street 

Ladies 

72  High  Street 

Ladies 

1 New  Street 

Gents 

93  Nottingham  Road 

Ladies 

20  King  Street 

Ladies 

76  King  Street 

Gents 

31  - 33  King  Street 

Ladies 

39  Mansfield  Road 

Gents 

Central  Road 

Gents 

Church  Street 

Ladies 

4 Flowery  Leys  Lane 

Ladies 

24  Park  Street 

Ladies 

73  Mansfield  Road 

Ladies 

37  Mansfield  Road 

Ladies 

30  Mansfield  Road 

Ladies 

SOMERCOTES 

Mrs.  V.  Gent 
Mrs.  Haywood 

L.  Waters 
Miss.  E.  Waller 
Burrows 

D.  Brewster 
A.  Smalley 
Mrs.  Binnie 
A.  L.  Stevenson 
G.  A.  Birch 

LEABROOKS 

Mrs.  I.  G.  S.  Wain 
Mrs.  Ward 

RIDDINGS 

W.  Woodfield 
Miss  K.  Gray 

SWAN  WICK 

Miss  A.  Walters 

M . Jerram 

Mrs.  1.  G.  S.  Wain 

IRONVILLE 

A.  Fletcher 

B.  K.  Butlin  (Mrs.) 


90  Nottingham  Road 

Ladies 

24  Nottingham  Road 

Ladies 

179  Nottingham  Road 

Ladies 

26  Somercotes  Hill 

Ladies 

85  Somercotes  Hill 

Gents 

111  Somercotes  Hill 

Gents 

26  Leabrooks  Road 

Gents 

Lower  Somercotes 

Ladies 

31  Nottingham  Road 

Ladies 

70  Nottingham  Road 

Gents 

“Glen  Lyon” 

Leabrooks  Corner 

Ladies 

Albert  Street 

Ladies 

14  Greenhill  Lane 

Gents 

20  George  Street 

Ladies 

Derby  Road 

Ladies 

The  Green 

Gents 

Pentrich  Road 

Ladies 

32  Victoria  Street 

Gents 

44  King  William  Street 

Ladies 

The  following  applied  for  registration  during  1961  and  were 
approved 

Miss  J.  C.  Briddon  30  Mansfield  Road  Ladies 


During  the  year  the  following  establishments  were  closed 


Mrs.  B.  Cleory 
A.  Rudge 
W.  Stokes 


Wycliffe  Road,  Alfreton  Ladies 

18  Nottingham  Road,  Alfreton  Gents 
38  George  Street,  Riddings  Gents 
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The  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  financial  details  relating  to  this  service  cover  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1962.  The  figures  have  been  checked  against 
the  books  kept  by  the  Council’s  Financial  Officer.  Every  possible 
economy  has  been  effected  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  an 
efficient  service. 


Staff. 


The  staff  of  the  public  cleansing  department  is  as  follows 


Refuse  collection 

3 Motor  drivers 
9 Loaders 

4 Wheelers  out 
4 Bin  Lads 

Refuse  disposal 

1 Driver  - muledozer 

2 Men,  tip  face 

Nightsoil  collection  and 
disposal 
1 Driver 

3 Loaders 


Depot 

1  Working  foreman 

1 Man  part  time 
Salvage 

2 Men  baling  paper  and  textiles 

Rats  and  Mice  destruction 
1 Man  part-time 

Spare 

3 Men  (house  refuse  collection, 
salvage,  rodent  control) 
(holidays  and  sickness) 


We  have  managed  to  provide  a weekly  collection  of  house  and 
Trade  refuse  during  the  year  but  only  with  great  difficulty.  W hilst 
there  was  a reduction  in  the  number  of  hours  lost  in  1961  as  againsi 
1960  we  had  as  many  as  12  men  off  work.  This  is  a very  high  figure 
out  of  a total  complement  of  35  men. 


The  Council  has  received  an  application  from  the  workmen  for  an 
Incentive  Bonus  Scheme,  and  if  this  will  assist  in  encouraging  the 
remaining  men  at  work  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  this  may 
prove  to  be  the  solution  to  our  staffing  problem. 

At  the  moment  we  have  three  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Fore  and 
Aft  16/18  cu.  yard  Refuse  Collectors,  two  with  a driver  and  as  many 
loaders  as  we  have  available  having  regard  to  sickness  and  holidays. 
Some  authorities  are  operating  similar  vehicles  with  a Driver  and 
four  loaders  with  a target  of  1F5  bins  or  premises  per  man  hour. 
We  would  prefer  a scheme  which  would  involve  reducing  the  number 
of  the  present  crew  by  one,  two  or  three  men  and  paying  them  a 
satisfactory  proportion  of  the  displaced  men’s  wages. 


The  displaced  men  being  found  other  employment  or  introducing 
the  system  on  vehicles  as  workmen  leave  the  Councils’  service. 


Now  that  we  have  standardised  on  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Rear 
Loaders  we  hope  to  dispose  of  the  Side  Loading  Dennis  Refuse 
Vehicle  after  14  years  service. 
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Canteen,  Locker  Room  and  Ablutions. 

The  provision  of  excellent  bathing  facilities  is  now  complete  and 
we  now  await  the  final  decoration  and  floor  tiling. 

1 his  will  be  a boon  to  the  workmen  and  I earnestly  hope  that  they 
will  make  full  use  of  the  facilities  provided. 

The  number  of  hours  lost  owing  to  sickness  and  other  causes  is 
a matter  of  grave  concern,  and  the  figures  are  as  follows 


Total  hours  lost 

Total  hours  lost 

1953 

7,958 

1958 

8,853 

1954 

7,083 

1959 

9,132 

1955 

9,862 

1960 

8,911 

1956 

1957 

5,985 

8,047 

1961 

7,575i 

Protective  Clothing.  As  in  the  previous  year  all  workmen  have 
been  provided  with  two  suits  of  overalls  and  one  pair  of  protective 
gloves.  Reinforced  gloves  are  provided  for  handling  baled  destructor 
scrap,  etc. 

Garages.  We  have  one  large  garage  (containing  an  inspection 
pit)  for  one  S.  & D.  Fore  and  Aft  Refuse  Collector,  and  one  side- 
loading Dennis  Refuse  Collector.  On  each  side  we  have  a smaller 
building,  each  capable  of  accommodating  one  side-loading  vehicle, 
but  one  is  in  fact  used  for  garaging  the  Muledozer  by  night,  and  by 
day  as  a workshop  for  the  stripping,  sorting  and  grading  of  non- 
ferrous  metals  prior  to  sale.  The  other  building  is  used  as  a store 
for  special  grades  of  paper  until  the  minimum  permitted  quantity 
has  been  received,  under  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  the  Thames 
Board  Mills.  There  is  also  a Paper  Baling  Shed  with  extensions 
providing  accommodation  for  three  S.  & D.  Refuse  Collectors. 

House,  Trade  Refuse  and  Nightsoil. 

The  regular  service  was  maintained  under  difficulties,  house  refuse 
being  collected  from  all  premises  in  the  area  once  per  week  ; trade 
refuse  and  salvage  twice  per  week.  Closet  pails  were  emptied  at 
least  once  per  week,  except  in  cases  of  overcrowded  premises,  where 
pails  are  emptied  twice  weekly.  Cesspools  have  been  emptied  free 
of  charge  twice  per  year  and,  where  necessary,  additional  clearances 
have  been  charged  for.  The  revenue  from  these  sources  can  be 
ascertained  on  reference  to  the  costing  report  on  services. 

Reclamation  of  Raw  Materials. 

Reference  to  the  Costing  Report  on  services  will  show  the  com- 
parison in  receipts  from  salvage  for  the  year  ending  March,  1962, 
with  previous  years. 
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that  there  are  other  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  apart  from 
the  monetary  gain  from  salvage  recovery. 


House  Refuse  Collection. 


Tons 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Dennis  6 removed 

1090 

789 

19 

11 

S.  & D.  (1)  „ 

1472 

2019 

1 

3 

S.  & D.  (2)  „ 

4041 

1363 

12 

0 

S.  & D.  (3)  ,, 

1974 

596 

15 

10 

ased  on  Test  Weighing 

8577 

/4769 

9 

0 

A considerable  decrease  in  tonnage  has  occurred  owing  to  the 
change  in  the  character  of  the  refuse. 

The  wages  of  the  loaders  (excluding  on  costs),  £7,635  17s.  3d., 
together  with  £*4,769  9s.  Od.  cost  of  motors,  gives  a figure  of  28  1 Id. 
per  ton  compared  with  20/1  Id.  in  1960/61. 

Wages  including  on  costs  were,  loaders  £*8,996  1 Is.  Od.,  together 
with  £*4,769  9s.  Od.  cost  of  motors,  giving  a figure  of  32/ Id.  per 
ton. 

Trade  Refuse. 


The  income  from  42  business  premises  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  not  having  any  salvage  value,  and  including  various  firms  who 
deposit  refuse  on  the  tip  at  a charge  of  1 /•  per  load  or  ton,  was 
£ 189. 

Trade  Refuse  Collection. 


Expenditure 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Loaders’  wages 

62 

2 

10 

Hire  of  lorries 

93 

14 

5 

155 

17 

3 

Income  : 

Trade  refuse 

• 

• • 

189 

0 

0 

I960:  ^98  2s.  8d.  Cr. 

£23 

9 

£4 

9 Cr 

166  Tons  of  trade  refuse  were  collected,  and  1,002  tons  of  trade 
refuse  were  deposited  at  Leabrooks  tip  ; the  income  being  in  excess 
of  expenditure. 
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Salvage  Account. 


Expenditure  : 

Lorry  hire 
Wages 
Baling  wire 
Repairs  to  presses 
Sundries  ... 


£ s.  d. 
283  1 6 

1,962  2 3 

25  19  6 

11  16  8 


1960  : 

£2,121  15s. 

8d. 

£2,2&2 

19  11 

Income  : 

Tons 

cwts 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  waste 

paper 

168 

10 

0 

0 

1,348 

0 

0 

Newspaper 

• • • 

50 

16 

0 

0 

431 

16 

0 

Fibreboard 

• • • 

47 

8 

0 

0 

487 

17 

0 

Baled  destructor  scrap 

101 

10 

2 

0 

752 

9 

8 

Galvanised  scrap  iron 

1 

9 

0 

0 

5 

16 

0 

Medium  cast 

iron 

5 

11 

0 

0 

58 

5 

6 

Wrought  iron  and  s 

teel 

3 

7 

0 

0 

27 

12 

9 

Light 

scrap  iron 

34 

3 

2 

0 

177 

14  10 

Non-ferrous  metals 

19 

2 

1 

112 

12 

1 

413 

14 

2 

1 £3,402 

3 10 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

/ 

s.  d. 

1933 

0 

0 

15 

2 

11 

1948 

544 

10 

2,477 

8 6 

1934 

0 

0 

109 

5 

9 

1949 

557 

194 

2,247 

13  7 

1935 

0 

0 

140 

11 

6 

1950 

553 

\4 

2,489 

1 5 

1936 

0 

0 

329 

10 

0 

1951 

706 

11 

5,674 

7 10 

1937 

J 

0 

562 

14 

6 

1952 

474 

3 

3,131 

13  8 

1938 

0 

0 

340 

6 

6 

1953 

552 

13 

3,083 

10  11 

1939 

0 

0 

355 

17 

2 

1954 

550 

5 

3,394 

10  8 

1940 

356 

1 

1,168 

8 

0 

1955 

594 

0 

4,079 

0 10 

1941 

426 

7 

1,348 

6 

O 

1956 

545 

7 

4,119 

17  3 

1942 

692 

8 

2,672 

12 

3 

1957 

449 

11 

3,396 

18  4 

1943 

548 

9| 

2,073 

10 

8 

1958 

350 

17 

2.922 

8 2 

1944 

588 

13§ 

2,097 

17 

5 

1959 

388 

3 

2,766 

19  4 

1945 

525 

8 

1,806 

13 

6 

1960 

467 

7 

3,356 

13  4 

1946 

454 

1 5 

1,788 

12 

2 

1961 

413 

14 

3,402 

3 10 

1947 

519 

16* 

2,352 

15 

5 

Total  11,260  tons, 

14  cwts. 

£63,704  11s.  7d 

• 

Efficiency  Statistics. 

Collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 
(Including  salvage  collected  separately). 

(As  supplied  to  the  Ministry  for  inclusion  in  the  Annual 

Costing  Return). 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected, 


as  per  Rating  and  Valuation  Roll  ...  8,208 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  per  annum  ...  8,41 1 

Estimated  tonnage  (refuse  is  check-weighed  the  first 

week  in  January  and  the  first  week  in  July)  ...  8,990 

* Number  of  collectors  ...  ...  ...  16 
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Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  man  hour  per  day 

(365  days  per  annum)  ...  ...  •••  3*62  cwts. 

^Number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  hour  ...  12*51 

*Number  of  premises  cleared  per  man  hour  ...  12*21 

Unit  costs  : 

Gross  expenditure  per  ton  ...  •••  31/3 

Net  cost  per  ton  ...  ...  •••  32/6 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  £*632 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses  or  premises  from  which 

refuse  is  collected  ...  ...  ^ 1,779 

Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  ...  ...  8,990 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  per  annum)  ...  ...  21  cwts. 


^Excluding  driver  who  does  not  load. 


House  Refuse  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Wages  on  tip 
Lorry  hire 
Muledozer 
Sundries 


£ S.  d.  £ s. 

1,630  13  9 

13  6 10 

806  11  2 
158  0 7 


d. 


1960  : 2,538  3s.  Id.  2,608  12  4 

8,577  Tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  6/0fd.  per  ton  as  compared 
with  5/lfd.  per  ton  in  1960. 


Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Loaders  wages 
Lorry  hire 
Sundries 

Income 

Emptying  cesspools 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

1,085  5 3 

1,645  2 7 

75  5 0 

2,805  12  10 


107  9 8 


1960  : £*2,394  5s.  5d.  £2,698  3 2 

4,604  Tons  of  nightsoil  were  collected  at  a cost  of  1 l/8id.  per  ton, 
compared  with  8/ 5 id.  per  ton  in  1960. 


Nightsoil  Composting  Account. 

No  compost  was  sold  during  the  year. 

There  is  still  a considerable  amount  of  Compost  still  available  for 
sale. 
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Combined  Costing. 


Collection  of  wet  and  dry  refuse : 

Tons 

£ 

s. 

d. 

House  refuse 

8,577 

12,405 

6 

3 

N ightsoil 

4,604 

2,698 

3 

2 

Trade  Refuse 

166 

33 

2 

9 Cr. 

13,347 

15,070 

6 

8 

This  gives  a figure  of  22/6f 

per  ton  as  compared 

with 

16/  Id 

ton  in  1960. 

Control  of  Pests. 

Expenditure 

£ s. 

d.  £ 

s. 

d. 

Wages 

...  189  17 

0 

Materials  ... 

33  5 

6 

223 

2 

6 

Income 

Business  premises 

• • * • 

45 

5 

9 

I960  : £ 183  15s.  Id. 

177 

16 

9 

Sickness  Return  for  the  Year  1961. 

Sick  Unpaid  Other 

Pay  Sickness  time  lost  Total 

1.  Number  of  men  involved  ...  22  18  37  77 

(actual  46) 

2.  Hours  lost  ...  ...  4,522  1,085  l,968i  7,575 2^ 

3.  Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5)  ...  5-74  1-37  2*46  9-60 

4.  Total  number  of  men  employed  • ...  ...  35 

5.  Possible  working  hours  ...  ...  ...  78,730 

6.  Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff : 

(a)  commencement  of  period  ...  ...  8-57 

(b)  end  of  period  ..  ...  ...  8-57 

7.  Number  in  (1)  absent  through  illness  ...  ...  30 

accident  ...  ...  2 


Public  Relations. 

As  in  previous  years  every  opportunity  is  taken  to  discuss  the 
various  aspects  of  our  work  with  interested  organisations.  Visual 
aids  are  made  use  of  and  the  Projector  and  Screen  is  an 
indispensable  aid. 

I have  undertaken  to  produce  coloured  slides  on  various  subjects, 
and  of  local  interest.  These  cover  such  subjects  as  Food  Hygiene, 
Sewage  Disposal,  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection,  Refuse 
Collection  and  Disposal,  and  Salvage  Reclamation. 

Our  services  in  this  respect  are  in  demand.  Lectures  have  been 
arranged  at  Womens’  Institutes  etc.  during  the  coming  Winter 
months. 
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Civil  Defence. 

Our  full  co-operation  is  given  to  the  Local  and  County  Civil  De- 
fence Authorities.  We  are  hoping  to  follow  up  the  Sunningdale 
Course  with  further  study  of  monitoring  instruments  and  monitoring 
technique. 

Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board. 

Practical  Training  Facilities  for  Student  Public  Health 

Inspectors. 

We  offer  facilities  for  training  Student  Public  Health  Inspectors 
in  any  held  of  activity  such  as  Meat  Inspection  at  the  abattoir  ; 
Inspection  of  Common  Lodging  Houses,  etc.,  where  such  facilities 
for  training  are  not  available  in  their  own  districts. 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks 
to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  cordial  co-operation  during 
the  year. 

I record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Miss  M.  Boston,  my  clerk 
and  shorthand  typist,  who  terminated  her  appointment  in  August, 
1961,  for  her  excellent  services  rendered.  She  was  a secretary  I was 
extremely  sorry  to  lose.  The  Council  and  all  colleagues  wish  her  well 
in  her  new  career  in  the  teaching  profession.  To  Mrs.  L.  Day,  her 
successor,  and  Miss  J.  Clarke  awelcome  to  our  staff ; to  myassistants, 
Mr.  G.  T.  Hayes  and  Mr.  B.  Wells  ; to  the  Cleansing  Department 
Foreman,  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith  ; and  all  outdoor  staff  my  grateful  thanks 
for  loyal  service. 

May  I also  express  my  thanks  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the 
Surveyor,  and  all  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  helpful 
co-operation. 

Finally,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Coun- 
cillor M.  Hewitt,  and  all  members  of  the  Council,  for  their  confi- 
dence and  support. 

E.  MERCER. 
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MOTORS  ACCOUNT 

Surveyor’* 

Dennis  6 S.  & D.  I S.  & D.  2 S.  & D.  3 S.  & D.  4 Muledozer  ‘ Vehicles  “ 


Surveyor’s  Report. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alfreton  Urban  District  Council. 

I append  herewith  a summarised  report  compiled  in  accord- 
ance with  Circular  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1950. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  whilst  only  certain  information 
relating  to  Public  Health  matters  is  required,  additional  inform- 
ation of  a brief  character  is  appended  for  the  information  of  the 
Council. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

New  Public  Conveniences. 

New  Public  Conveniences  at  Market  Place,  Somercotes  which 
were  commenced  in  1960  were  completed  early  in  1961.  i he 
conveniences  have  been  provided  with  washing  facilities  and  a 
’bus  shelter  has  been  incorporated.  The  buildings  have  an 
attractive  appearance  and  there  have  been  lettersof  appreciation 
received  from  several  parts  of  the  country. 

Underfeed  Stokers. 

In  order  to  improve  the  heating  capacities  of  the  existing 
boilers  and  heating  systems  at  Cornhill  House  and  the  Offices 
and  Schools  at  the  Miners  Hostel,  two  underfeed  stokers  were 
installed.  These  have  proved  to  be  a great  success  as  the 
temperature  of  the  buildings  has  been  raised  and  a saving 
effected  in  fuel  costs. 

Notices  served  on  Owners  or  Occupiers  regarding  Overhanging 
Trees. 

During  the  year  13  notices  under  the  Highways  Act,  1959  have 
been  served  on  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  to  remedy  the 
danger  of  obstruction  caused  by  overhanging  trees  or  hedges. 

One  Notice  has  been  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  Section  58  on  the  owner  of  a building  which  was  in  a 
very  dangerous  condition  at  Alfreton.  This  building  has  since 
been  demolished  by  a private  contractor,  and  the  work  re- 
charged to  the  owner. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

7.  New  Sewage  Scheme. — During  the  year,  Stage  1 of  the 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  the  Urban  District 
was  ninety-five  per  cent,  completed,  the  only  outstanding  items 
being  the  testing  of  pumps  and  the  electrically  driven  units  on 
the  site  Pye  Bridge  Disposal  Works. 

The  work  involved  in  Stage  I may  generally  be  divided  into 
four  sections  :- 

{a)  The  Riddings  - Golden  Valley  part,  which  consists  of  a 
sewer  to  take  the  discharge  from  the  present  works  at  Green- 
hill  Lane  and  Newlands  Road,  joining  with  a rising  main  from 
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Golden  Valley  and  then  flowing  by  means  of  a pressure  main  to 
Ironville.  This  involved  the  construction  of  a pumping  station 
at  Golden  Valley. 

(6)  the  Ironville  area  in  which  a complete  sewerage  system 
has  been  constructed  in  order  to  give  the  properties  in  Ironville 
generally  the  opportunity  of  a water  carriage  system  and  to 
stop  the  present  discharge  of  sink  waste  etc.  directly  into  the 
River  E rewash.  The  existing  works  at  Codnor  Park  will  be 
abandoned  and  the  discharge  connected  to  this  system. 

A pumping  station  has  been  constructed  to  receive  the  sew- 
age which  will  be  pumped  to  Pye  Bridge  Disposal  Works. 

(c)  The  Somercotes  - Birchwood  part  which  has  involved  the 
laying  of  a new  sewer  from  the  existing  works  at  Cotes  Park  to 
the  existing  works  at  Birchwood  and  the  construction  of  a 
pumping  station  here  which  will  pump  the  sewage  direct  to  Pye 
Bridge  Disposal  Works.  Both  the  Cotes  Park  and  the  Birch- 
wood works  will  be  abandoned. 

( d ) The  construction  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Pye 
Bridge  on  the  site  of  the  existing  works  and  comprising  briefly 
of  the  following  units  :- 

(i)  Constant  Velocity  Grit  Channels  (incorporating 

2 No.  Comminutors  and  a Grit  Dredger) 

(ii)  Settlement  Tanks 

(iii)  Dosing  Chamber 

(iv)  Filter  Beds 

(v)  Humus  Tanks 

(vi)  Sludge  Drying  Beds  (incorporating  a mono-rail 

unit) 

(vii)  Site  Pumping  Station 

(viii)  Mess  Room,  Garage,  Mono-rail  Housing,  etc. 

The  lengths  of  sewers,  rising  mains  and  pressure  main  con- 
structed in  Stage  I is  approximately  1\  miles  and  the  works  at 
Pye  Bridge  will  be  brought  into  operation  early  in  1962.  It  is 
to  be  noted  that  Stage  I will  be  completed  within  the  contract 
period  allowed. 

2.  Maintenance.  - Miners'  Hostel , Alfreton — 

Foul  Sewers — During  the  year  459  yds.  lin.  6in.  ‘Oanco’ 
pipes  have  been  laid. 

Storm  Sewers — During  the  year  326  yds.  lin.  12in.  con- 
crete pipes  have  been  laid,  together  with  62  yds.  lin. 
6in.  seconds  and  178  yds.  lin.  6in.  ‘Oanco’  on  the  above 
site. 

F.M.C.  Ltd.  Slaughterhouse , Swanwick.  — On  two  separate 
occasions  during  1961  the  main  sewer  at  Swanwick  has  been 
seriously  affected  by  solids  discharged  from  the  slaughter  house. 
On  the  first  occasion  a serious  blockage  occurred  in  School 
Street,  Swanwick  and  a new  manhole  was  put  in  to  avoid  diffi- 
culties of  rodding  in  this  particular  length. 
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The  second  occasion  was  a much  more  serious  affair,  as 
whole  lengths  of  the  main  sewer  in  The  Delves,  Hayes  Lane 
and  Swanwick  Hall  Grammar  School  Playing  Fields  were 
blocked.  The  main  sewer  had  to  be  broken  open  at  several 
points. 

New  boring  and  sewer  cleaning  equipment  recently  purchased 
was  extremely  valuable  in  releasing  the  sewers. 

Since  this  trouble  F.M.C.  Ltd.  have  installed  a brush  screen- 
ing plant  to  take  out  the  solids  and  this  seems  to  be  the  answer 
to  the  problem. 

Survey. 

Planning  applications  received  during  the  year. 

(a)  For  consideration  under  the  Byelaws. — 1 he  total  number 
of  applications  received  for  consideration  was  213;  of  these, 
212  were  approved  and  1 refused.  1 his  figure  is  made  up  as 
follows 

Total 

Refused  for  year 


Approved 

Garages 

101 

Sheds,  Greenhouses,  etc. 

49 

Property  Improvements 

62 

212 

1 


213 


This  figure  indicates  an  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

(6)  Applications  received  under  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
ning Act , 1947. — The  number  of  applications  received  by  this 
Council  under  this  Act  shows  an  increase  when  compared  with 
1961,  the  total  number  of  applications  being  127.  Details  of  the 
127  applications  are  as  follows 

Total 

Approved  Refused  for  year 

Bungalows  ...  ...  45 

Houses  ...  ...  43 

Shops  ...  9 

Garages  ...  ...  72 

Factories  ...  ...  30 

Betting  Offices  ...  7 

Petrol  Filling  Stations  ...  5 

Offices  ...  ...  3 

Schools  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises  ...  2 

Swimming  Baths  ...  1 

Housing  Sites  ...  6 

Slaughterhouses  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  ...  16 

Outline  Applications  ...  20 
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Withdrawals 
Applications  pending 


• • • 


7 

3 


272  13  285 


(c)  Appeals  held  during  the  Year . The  total  number  of  ap- 
peals held  during  the  year  was  5. 

Inspections. 

(/)  Inspections  of  Building  Operations.  During  the  year 
inspections  have  been  made  of  the  various  stages  in  the  con 
struction  of  property  as  under,  and  a total  number  of  574  were 
made  during  the  year. 

(a)  Applications  under  the  Byelaws. 

Commencement  Inspection 

of  Inspection  Inspection  Inspection  Inspection  of  TOTAL 

Building  of  of  of  of  Completed  of 

Operations  Foundations  D.P.C.  Material  Brains  Work  Inspections 

188  25  20  14  33  130  410 

( b ) Applications  under  the  Town  and  Country 

Planning  Act , 7947. 

54  29  29  17  9 26  164 


242  54  49  31  42  156  574 


(. 2 ) Inspections  of  Council  Houses.  As  notices  have  been  re- 
ceived from  tenants  who  wish  to  terminate  the  tenancy  of  their 
Council  House  and  applications  from  tenants  wishing  to  ex- 
change with  another  tenant  of  a Council  House,  inspections 

have  been  made  of  various  property  as  under  :- 
Exchanges  Vacations  Total 

41  38  79 

If  repairs  were  necessar}’’  these  have  been  carried  out  by 
Council  workmen  or  the  tenants  have  been  notified  that  it  is 
their  responsibility  to  have  the  repairs  carried  out  before  they 
terminate  the  tenancy  of  a Council  House. 

Cotes  Park  Depot — Plans  were  prepared  and  approved  during 
1961  for  a new  layout  at  Cotes  Park  Depot.  The  layout  in- 
cluded for  new  garages,  stores,  joiner’s  shop,  conveniences  and 
an  office  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £20,000.  Permission  was  given 
for  these  to  be  constructed,  but  unfortunately  they  had  to  be 
temporarily  postponed  due  to  the  Ministry’s  financial  restric- 
tions. The  situation  in  respect  of  the  joiner’s  shop,  salt  stores, 
and  garages  is  becoming  desperate  and  it  is  hoped  that  a start 
can  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

Fletchers  Row  Bridge. 

The  demolition  of  the  old  bridge  over  the  canal  near  Fletchers 
Row  took  place  during  1961,  and  work  commenced  on  the  re- 
placement of  this  bridge  by  a concrete  culvert  during  this  year. 
The  old  bridge  was  virtually  impassable  to  traffic  and  the  works 
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carried  out  have  effected  a big  improvement.  The  ancient  high- 
way, which  was  very  little  used,  should  now  become  a useful 
access  road  between  Ironvilie  and  Riddings. 

New  Sports  Ground , Somercotes 

A substantial  amount  of  house  refuse  was  tipped  on  the  pro- 
posed  Sports  Ground  opposite  the  Aertex  factory  and  this  ref- 
use was  shaped  and  levelled  to  form  an  arena.  It  is  anticipated 
that  this  Ground  will  eventually  become  a first-class  cricket 

pitch. 

Road  Safety  Training  Ground.  ^ 

An  area  of  land  to  the  rear  of  the  above  Sports  Ground  has 
been  allocated  by  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a Road  Safety  Training  Ground.  It  is  an- 
ticipated that  the  Derbyshire  County  Council  will  commence 
work  during  1962. 

Recreation  Grounds. 

Alfreton  Recreation  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Alfreton,  area 
7-5  acres. 

Facilities:  2 Bowling  Greens  1 Football  Pitch 
5 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

1 Putting  Green 

Watchorn  Playing  Fields  and  Alma  Watchorn  Park,  off’ 
Derby  Road,  Alfreton,  area  6-5  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Hockey  and  Cricket  Pitch  1 Pavilion 

1 Paddling  Pool  Gardens 

Somercotes  Recreation  Ground,  off  Leabrooks  Road,  Somer- 
cotes, area  8 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Putting  Green 

4 Tennis  Courts  2 Pavilions 

Riddings  Recreation  Ground,  off  Shaw  Street,  Riddings, 
area  12  acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Football  Pitch 

2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Codnor  Park  Recreation  Ground,  off  Victoria  Street,  Ironvilie, 
area  9 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Football  Pitch 

2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Pye  Bridge  Recreation  Ground,  off  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge, 
area  3 acres. 

Swanwick  Recreation  Ground,  off  Hickton  Road,  Swanwick, 
area  1 acre. 

Facilities  : Children's  Swings. 

Birchwood  Woods,  area  12  acres. 

Sports  Fields. 

Alfreton  Football  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Alfreton,  area 
3-5  acres. 
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Somercotes  Cricket  Ground,  off  Nottingham  Road,  Somer- 
cotes,  area  6 acres. 

At  Alfreton  Recreation  Ground  two  of  the  ordinary  hard 
Tennis  Courts  are  being  formed  into  courts  with  a tar- 
mac surface. 

Cemeteries. 

Interments  during  the  year  1961  : 

Alfreton  Cemetery  ...  54 

Leabrooks  Cemetery  ...  ...  63 

Of  the  17  new  graves  in  Alfreton  Cemetery,  13  were  in  the 
Flat  Section.  Included  in  the  total  of  interments  one  was  of 
ashes.  In  Leabrooks  Cemetery  out  of  22  new  graves  21  were  in 
the  Flat  Section. 

Memorials  erected  during  1961  : 

Alfreton  : headstone  and  kerbs  ...] 

vases  ...  ...) 

inscriptions 

Leabrooks:  headstone  and  kerbs  ...) 

vases  ...  ...1 

inscriptions  ... 

Alfreton  Market. 

The  Friday  market  was  fully  let  with  all  58  stalls  occupied  for 
most  of  the  year.  The  average  lettings  is  56  per  week,  due  to 
stallholders’  absence  in  holiday  periods,  and  inclement  weather. 

The  Saturday  market  has  been  held  during  the  year  with  an 
average  letting  of  54  per  week. 

These  averages  taken  over  52  weeks  of  the  year  are  satisfac- 
tory after  taking  into  account  the  very  bad  weather  at  Christ- 
mas when  it  was  snowing  severely. 

Damage  to  Council  Property. 

During  the  year  damage  to  buildings,  equipment,  trees, 
shrubs,  and  hedges,  etc.,  by  vandalism  is  estimated  to  have  cost 
the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  in  repairs  a total  of  £60. 

Sickness  Return  for  the  Year  1961. 

Unpaid  Other  time 


Sick  Pay  Sickness  lost  Total 

1.  Number  of  men  involved  62  14  37  79 

2.  Hours  lost  ...  ...11,782  581-5  1,425-5  13,789 

3.  Percentage  of  (2)  to  (4)  ...  ...  6-2% 

4.  Possible  working  hours  ...  ...  221,188 

5.  Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff 

(a)  commencement  of  period  - 1st  Jan.,  1961  12% 

(b)  end  of  period  - 31st  Dec.,  1961  ...  12-4% 

6.  Number  of  persons  in  (1)  absent  through  illness  60 

Number  of  persons  in  (1)  absent  through 

accident  ...  4 


20 

11 

25 

17 
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Note— The  percentages  and  total  possible  working  hours  are 
based  on  an  average  42  hour  weekly  strength  of  102-5. 

Highways. 

A determined  effort  has  been  made  to  effect  substantial  im- 
provements to  roads  and  footpaths  in  the  Urban  District  and 
during  the  year  many  of  the  main  roads  have  been  resurfaced. 
Extensive  works  have  also  been  carried  out  on  the  relaying  of 
kerbs  and  resurfacing  of  footpaths  both  on  County  and  District 
Roads. 

Street  Lighting . 

Provision  of  electric  street  lighting  has  continued  during  the 
year  and  the  following  lengths  of  road  have  now  been  lit  by 
sodium  or  fluorescent  lamps :- 

A 613  Somercotes  Hill  to  Pye  Bridge. 

B6016  Pentrich  Road,  Swanwick  to  High  Street,  Riddings. 

B5035  Wingfield  Road,  Alfreton. 

District  Roads  — Cressy  Road,  Hall  Street,  Institute  Lane, 

Alfreton  and  High  Street,  Swanwick. 

The  provision  of  electric  street  lights  has  also  been  com- 
menced on  Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes ; Riddings  Hill;  and 
Golden  Valley. 

Openings  in  Public  Highways.  During  the  year  there  have 
been  364  applications  to  break  open  the  highways.  Consequent 
re-instatements  in  all  these  cases  have  been  carried  out  by  the 
Council  and  charges  made  to  the  respective  applicants. 

Street  Scavenging  and  Gulley  Emptying.  There  are  29  miles 
of  roads  in  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  and  these  are  swept 
regularly  by  two  mechanical  street  sweepers.  There  is  a small 
amount  of  hand  sweeping  of  footpaths  etc.  The  1,302  gulleys  in 
the  Urban  District  are  cleansed  between  five  and  six  times  per 
annum,  and  are  properly  disinfected  at  each  cleansing  and  the 
water  seal  made  good.  The  gulley  emptier  when  not  employed 
emptying  gulleys  is  used  to  flush  out  manholes  and  sewers  in 
the  District  which  tend  to  silt  up  and  which  have  been  affected 
by  subsidence. 

Subsidence.  Coal  Mining  Subsidence  Act , 1957. 

(a)  Roads.  Claims  have  been  submitted  to  the  National 
Coal  Board  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year  on  the 
following  roads  :- 

Providence  Place,  Alfreton. 

Park  Street,  Alfreton. 

Lincoln  Street,  Alfreton. 

Independent  Hill,  Alfreton. 

(b)  Sewers.  Under  this  same  Act  a claim  has  been  submitted 
for  damage  to  the  main  sewer  situated  at  the  rear  of  Providence 
Place,  Alfreton. 
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(c)  Houses.  There  have  been  1 1 claims  during  the  year  to 
the  National  Coal  Board  for  subsidence  damage  to  houses,  all 
of  which  have  been  acknowledged  and  repairs  carried  out  by 
the  National  Coal  Board  under  the  above  Act. 


Housing. 

Houses. — Progress  Report  for  1961 . During  the  3^ear  there  were 
20  Two-bedroom  houses  and  10  Three-bedroom  houses  built  by 
this  Authority. 

There  were  44  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  the 
same  period  and  the  number  of  houses  under  construction  at 
the  end  of  1961  was  16. 


Housing  Programme  Summary  as  at  31st  December,  1961. 


Pre-war  houses 

Providence  Place,  Alfreton(existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

Catherine  Street,  Alfreton  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

Alfred  Street,  Riddings  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1957) 

High  Street,  Riddings  (existing  houses  purchased 
in  1959) 

Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes  (existing  houses  purch- 
ased in  1960)  ... 

Post-war  houses  :- 
Pease  Close  Estate,  Alfreton. 


Two-bedroom  bungalows 

14 

One-bedroom  bungalows 

8 

Three  bedrooms 

• • . ... 

88 

Two  bedrooms 

• • • • • « 

112 

Gregory  Flats 

• • • • • • 

40 

Firs  Estate,  Alfreton. 

Firs  Estate 

• • • • • • 

124 

Firs  Estate  Extension 

- two  bedrooms 

130 

Firs  Estate  Extension 

- three  bedrooms 

22 

Firs  Estate  Extension 

- bungalows ... 

4 

Limes  Avenue,  Alfreton. 

three  bedrooms 

• • • • • • 

32 

two  bedrooms 

• • • • • • 

98 

bungalows 

• • • • • • 

8 

Colin  Street,  Alfreton. 

bungalows 

• • • • • • 

14 

two  bedrooms 

• • • • • • 

10 

Rodgers  Lane,  Alfreton. 

three  bedrooms 

• • • • • • 

3 

456 

10 

7 

6 

3 

3 
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South  Street  and  Western  Avenue , Swanwick. 
houses 

aluminium  bungalows 

Birchwood  Lane , Somercotes. 
houses 

Ironville. 
houses 

Cottage  Farm , Somercotes. 
three-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  bungalows... 
one-bedroom  bungalows  ... 

Park  Side , Somercotes. 
two-bedroom  houses 

Windmill  Estate , Riddings. 
houses 

South  Spire  Site , Somercotes. 
three-bedroom  houses 
two-bedroom  houses 
two  bedroom  bungalows  ... 

Firs  House , Alfreton. 

flats  ...  ... 


1131  1131 


1616 

Loans  and  Grants. 

(a)  Loans.  The  Council  have  advanced  27  loans  to  app- 
licants to  encourage  people  to  purchase  their  own  houses. 
This  scheme  has  been  temporarily  suspended  owing  to  the  rise 
in  the  Bank  Rate. 

(b)  Improvement  Grants.  There  have  been  22  Discretionary 
Grants  made  to  applicants  whilst  the  Scheme  was  in  operation 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  the  year.  This  scheme  has  also 
been  temporarily  suspended  owing  to  the  rise  in  the  Bank  Rate. 

(c)  Standard  Grants.  A total  of  16  Standard  Grants  were 
made  to  applicants  during  the  year  to  help  people  improve  their 
homes. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  this 
department  for  their  conscientious  attention  to  duty  and  their 
loyal  co-operation  throughout  the  year,  and  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  of  all  Com- 
mittees, and  members  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council 
for  the  help  they  have  given. 

F.  P.  WALTERS, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor 
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